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House 

sending Trump 
impeachment 
to Senate, trial 
to follow 

By LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

House voted Wednes¬ 
day to send two articles 
of impeachment against 
President Donald Trump 
to the Senate, delivery set 
for a dramatic procession 
across the U.S. Capitol for 
only the third such trial in 
American history. 

Continued on Page 2 



In this image from video. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., speaks as the House of Representatives debates the impeachment 
managers resolution at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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House sending Trump impeachment to Senate, trial to follow 



House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., center, flanked by House 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., 
left, and House Intelligence Committee Chairman Rep. Adam 
Schiff, D-Calif., speaks during a news conference to announce 
impeachment managers on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020. 


Continued from Front 

Trump complained anew 
of a "hoax," even as new 
details emerged about 
his efforts in Ukraine. The 
charges were to be carried 
in a ceremony of pomp 
and protocol by lawmakers 
prosecuting the case, mov¬ 
ing the impeachment out 
of Speaker Nancy Pelosi's 
Democratic-run House to 
the Republican-majority 
Senate, where the presi¬ 
dent's team is mounting a 
defense aiming for swift ac¬ 
quittal. 

Wednesday's mostly partly- 
line House vote to deliver 
the charges was 228-193, 
reflecting the deeply divid¬ 
ed nation at the start of this 
presidential election year. 
It came one month af¬ 
ter the House impeached 


Trump alleging he abused 
his presidential power by 
pressuring Ukraine to inves¬ 
tigate Democratic rival Joe 
Biden, using military aid to 


Associated Press 

the country as leverage. 
Trump was also charged 
with obstructing Congress’ 
ensuing probe. 

"We are here today to cross 


a very important threshold 
in American history," Pelosi 
said, addressing the House 
before the vote. 

"This is what an impeach¬ 
ment is about," she said 
earlier, announcing the 
prosecution team. "The 
president violated his oath 
of office, undermined our 
national security, jeopard¬ 
ized the integrity of our 
elections." 

Trump's political campaign 
dismissed it all as "just a 
failed attempt to politically 
damage President Trump 
leading up to his reelec¬ 
tion." 

The Senate will transform 
itself into an impeachment 
court on Thursday. The 
Constitution calls on Chief 
Justice John Roberts to 
preside at the trial, admin¬ 
istering the oath to senators 
who will serve as jurors and 
swear to deliver "impartial 
justice." 

Opening arguments are to 
begin next Tuesday after 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
holiday. 

The top Republican in the 
House, Kevin McCarthy of 
California, said Americans 
will look back on this "sad 
saga" that tried to remove 
the president from office 
with the "weakest case." 
The president's team ex¬ 
pects acquittal with a Sen¬ 
ate trial lasting no more 
than two weeks, accord¬ 
ing to senior administra¬ 
tion officials unauthorized 
to discuss the matter and 
granted anonymity. 

That's far shorter than the 
last presidential impeach¬ 
ment trail, of Bill Clinton, in 
1999, or the first one, of An¬ 
drew Johnson, in 1868. 

As Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell sets the 
rules for the trial. Trump 
has given mixed messages 
about whether he prefers 
lengthy or swift proceed¬ 
ing, and senators are under 
pressure with the emerging 


new evidence to call more 
witnesses for testimony. 

The seven-member pros¬ 
ecution team will be led by 
the chairmen of the House 
impeachment proceed¬ 
ings, Reps. Adam Schiff of 
the Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee and Jerry Nadler of the 
Judiciary Committee, two 
of Pelosi's top lieutenants. 
Ahead of Wednesday's 
session, Schiff released new 
records from Lev Parnas, 
an associate of Trump law¬ 
yer Rudy Giuliani, about 
the Ukraine strategy, in¬ 
cluding an exchange with 
another man about surveil- 
ling later-fired Ambassador 
Maria Yovanovitch. 

Schiff said the new evi¬ 
dence should bring more 
pressure on McConnell, 
who is reluctant to allow 
witnesses to testify and also 
prefers swift acquittal. 

"If McConnell makes this 
the first trial in history with¬ 
out witnesses, it will be ex¬ 
posed for what it is and 
that is an effort to cover 
up for the president," Schiff 
said. 

McConnell opened the 
Senate dismissing what he 
called a rushed impeach¬ 
ment that is more about 
the politics of Democrats 
who don't like Trump than 
the charges against him. 
"This isn't really about 
Ukraine policy or military 
money," McConnell said. 
"This has been naked parti¬ 
sanship all along." 

Trump’s trial will be only the 
third presidential impeach¬ 
ment trial in U.S. history, and 
it comes against the back¬ 
drop of a politically divided 
nation in an election year. 
The managers are a di¬ 
verse group with legal, law 
enforcement and military 
experience, including Ha¬ 
keem Jeffries of New York, 
Sylvia Garcia of Texas, Val 
Demings of Florida, Jason 
Crow of Colorado and Zoe 
Lofgren of California. □ 
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Judge refuses to toss ex- 


By JOHN RABY 
Associated Press 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) 

— A federal judge in West 
Virginia on Wednesday 
refused to toss the misde¬ 
meanor conviction of for¬ 
mer coal CEO Don Blan¬ 
kenship for conspiring to 
violate mine safety laws. 
U.S. District Judge Irene 
Berger in Beckley rejected 
a recommendation from a 
federal magistrate judge. 
Berger ruled that despite 
the prosecution's failure to 
disclose numerous docu¬ 
ments to the defense dur¬ 
ing the discovery phase of 
Blankenship's trial, the con¬ 


duct "resulted in no preju¬ 
dice" toward Blankenship. 
At issue were dozens of 
witness statements, along 
with emails and disciplinary 
records from the U.S. Mine 
Safety and Health Admin¬ 
istration, that Blankenship 
said were not disclosed to 
him and his attorneys. Blan¬ 
kenship "has failed to meet 
his burden to establish that 
a reasonable probability 
exists that the outcome of 
the trial might have been 
different had the sup¬ 
pressed evidence been dis¬ 
closed prior to trial," Berger 
wrote. "Specifically, after 
thorough review, nothing 


coal CEO Blankenship's conviction 


has been presented to un¬ 
dermine confidence in the 
jury's verdict." Former U.S. 
Attorney Booth Goodwin, 
whose office handled Blan¬ 
kenship's prosecution, said 
in a statement that Berger's 
decision "was incredibly 
thorough, well-reasoned 
and reached the correct 
result. "It is clear that the 
Court was greatly aided by 
the fact that she was the 
presiding judge at trial and 
as such, she did not need 
to rely simply on the cold 
record and representa¬ 
tions of the defendant, but 
could also rely on what she 
directly observed." Q 



In this Aug. 29, 2018, file photo, Don Blankenship listens to 
arguments in the West Virginia Supreme Court n Charleston, 
W.Va. 

Associated Press 
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Emphasis on U.S. exports, trade secrets in China trade deal 



President Donald Trump shakes hands with Chinese Vice Premier Liu He, after signing a trade 
agreement in the East Room of the White House, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By KEVIN FREKING and 
PAUL WISEMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

United States and China 
reached a trade deal 
Wednesday that eases ten¬ 
sions between the world's 
two biggest economies, of¬ 
fers massive export oppor¬ 
tunities for U.S. farms and 
factories, and promises to 
do more to protect Ameri¬ 
can trade secrets. 

Still, the Phase 1 agreement 
leaves unresolved Wash¬ 
ington's fundamental dif¬ 
ferences with Beijing, which 
is relying on massive gov¬ 
ernment intervention in the 
economy to turn China into 
a technological power. 
President Donald Trump is 
wanting to show progress 
on an issue that he has 
made a hallmark of his 
presidency and hopes to 
use in his reelection cam¬ 
paign this year. 
Wednesday's signing cer¬ 
emony at the White House 
gave him the chance to 
do that just hours before 
the House voted to send 
articles of impeachment to 
the Senate for a trial. 

"We mark more than just 
an agreement. We mark a 
sea change in internation¬ 
al trade," Trump declared 
during a rambling cer¬ 
emony in which he made 
references to former FBI Di¬ 
rector James Comey, the 
impeachment proceed¬ 
ings and a possible visit to 
Mount Rushmore on July 
Fourth for a fireworks dis¬ 
play. 

The Chinese delegation 
also praised the pact. Chi¬ 
nese leader Xi Jinping said 
in a letter to Trump that the 
first-phase deal was "good 
for China, for the U.S. and 
for the whole world." 

He said it also showed the 
two countries had the abil¬ 
ity to "act on the basis of 
equality and mutual re¬ 
spect." The letter was read 


by Beijing's chief negotia¬ 
tor, Vice Premier Liu He. 
Some of the president's 
Democratic critics were 
unimpressed. 

"True to form. Trump is get¬ 
ting precious little in return 
for the significant pain and 
uncertainty he has imposed 
on our economy, farmers, 
and workers," said former 
Vice President Joe Biden, 
one of the Democrats hop¬ 
ing to replace Trump. 

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., said in a 
statement that "with the 
economy losing thousands 
of manufacturing jobs and 
Farm Country reeling from 
the damage caused by 
President Trump, Ameri¬ 
cans are left with nothing 
more than a showy televi¬ 
sion ceremony to try to hide 
the complete absence of 
concrete progress, trans¬ 
parency or accountability 
in this 'phase one' agree¬ 
ment." 

The administration ac¬ 
knowledges the agree¬ 
ment leaves unresolved 
some U.S. complaints — 
most notably, the way the 


Chinese government sub¬ 
sidizes its companies. That 
was the concern voiced 
when Trump sparked a 
trade war by imposing tar¬ 
iffs on Chinese imports in 
July 2018. 

'The Phase 1 deal contains 
meaningful commitments 
but by no means lives up 
to the initial objectives of 
the administration," said 
Wendy Cutler, a former 
U.S. trade negotiator who 
is now vice president at the 
Asia Society Policy Institute. 
Further Chinese conces¬ 
sions would force Bejing to 
make major changes in its 
state-dominated econom¬ 
ic model, which means 
"the prospects for a timely 
conclusion are remote," 
she said. 

The agreement leaves in 
place tariffs on about $360 
billion in Chinese imports, 
leverage the administra¬ 
tion hopes will generate fu¬ 
ture concessions. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer said work 
on follow-up negotiations 
will hinge on how China 
fulfills the commitments it 


made in the initial phase. 
"We have to make sure this 
is implemented properly," 
Lighthizer said. 

"This is the first agreement 
like this of its kind and we 
have to make sure that it 
works." 

The agreement is intended 
to ease some U.S. econom¬ 
ic sanctions on China while 


Beijing is to step up pur¬ 
chases of American farm 
products and other goods. 
Trump cited beef, pork, 
poultry, seafood, rice and 
dairy products as exam¬ 
ples. 

U.S. trade officials said the 
agreement would end a 
long-standing practice 
of China pressuring for¬ 
eign companies to trans¬ 
fer technology to Chinese 
companies as a condition 
for obtaining market ac¬ 
cess. Lighthizer said China 
has also agreed to combat 
patent theft and counter¬ 
feit products, which would 
include forfeiting machin¬ 
ery used for making coun¬ 
terfeit products. 

The 86-page agreement 
makes it easier to bring 
criminal cases in China 
against those accused of 
stealing trade secrets. It in¬ 
cludes provisions designed 
to stop Chinese govern¬ 
ment officials from using 
administrative and regu¬ 
latory procedures to fer¬ 
ret out foreign companies' 
trade secrets and allowing 
that information to get into 
the hands of Chinese com¬ 
petitors. □ 
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Northam declares 
state of emergency 
ahead of gun rally 



In this Jan. 8, 2020, file photo, Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam, 
center, gestures as he delivers his State of the Commonwealth 
address as House Speaker Eileen Filler-Corn, D-Fairfax, right, 
and Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, left, listen before a joint session of the 
Virginia Assembly at the state Capitol in Richmond, Va. 

Associated Press 


By ALAN SUDERMAN 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Vir¬ 
ginia Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced Wednesday 
that he was declaring a 
state of emergency over 
threats of "armed militia 
groups storming our Capi¬ 
tol" ahead of a gun-rights 
rally next week. Northam's 
emergency order will ban 
weapons of all kinds, in¬ 
cluding firearms, from 
the Capitol grounds start¬ 
ing Friday and continuing 
through Tuesday. He said 
the order was necessary to 
protect public safety be¬ 
cause of potential violence 
from out-of-state groups at 
a gun-rights rally scheduled 
for Monday. "Let me be 
clear. These are considered 
credible, serious threats 
by our law enforcement 
agencies," Northam said 
at a Capitol news confer¬ 
ence. He added that some 
of the rhetoric used by 
groups planning to attend 
Monday's rally is similar to 
what was said in the lead- 
up to a deadly 2017 white 
nationalist rally in Charlot¬ 
tesville. "We will not allow 
that mayhem and violence 
to happen here." Monday 
is Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
and is known as "Lobby 
day" in Virginia politics as 
advocates for a number 


of causes use the holiday 
to try and buttonhole law¬ 
makers. It's also traditionally 
when pro-gun and gun- 
control advocates hold ral¬ 
lies. This year, law enforce¬ 
ment officials are expect¬ 
ing thousands of gun-rights 
advocates to attend a rally 
organized by the Virginia 
Citizens Defense League. 
The group said its lawyers 
are reviewing the gover¬ 
nor's emergency declara¬ 
tion but did not have im¬ 
mediate additional com¬ 
ment. Republicans were 
mixed in their response. 
House Minority Leader Del. 
Todd Gilbert lamented that 
"there are legitimate con¬ 
cerns of a few bad actors 
hijacking the rally." But Re¬ 
publican Party of Virginia 
Chairman Jack Wilson 
condemned Northam's 
declaration."Northam and 
the rest of the Virginia Dem¬ 
ocrats have made their 
session goal crystal clear: a 
disarmed, vulnerable, and 
subservient citizenry," Wil¬ 
son said in a statement. 

The emergency declara¬ 
tion will mean road closures 
around the Capitol and lim¬ 
ited access to the grounds, 
including a security check¬ 
point with metal detectors. 
Law enforcement leaders 
from the Capitol Police, Vir¬ 
ginia State Police and Rich¬ 


mond Police said public 
safety was their top priority 
and they would not toler¬ 
ate any acts of violence. 
Virginia law enforcement 
officials have been criti¬ 
cized for their planning and 
response to the Charlot¬ 
tesville rally that involved 
heavily armed protesters. 
One woman was killed and 
several more were injured 
when a car plowed into a 
group of counterprotesters. 
Northam's declaration will 
also ban items like helmets 
and shields, items that 
some white nationalists car¬ 
ried in Charlottesville. 

Gun laws have become 
a dominant issue this leg¬ 
islative session and there's 
been a heavy police pres¬ 
ence at the Capitol. 
Northam's planned an¬ 
nouncement comes days 
after Democratic leaders 
used a special rules com¬ 
mittee to ban guns inside 


the Capitol and a legisla¬ 
tive office building. That 
ban did not include Capi¬ 
tol grounds, which are un¬ 
der the governor's control. 
Democrats have full con¬ 
trol of the statehouse for 
the first time in a genera¬ 
tion and are set to pass 
a number of gun-control 
restrictions, including limit¬ 
ing handgun purchases to 
once a month and univer¬ 
sal background checks on 
gun purchases. 

Republicans and gun-rights 
groups have pledged 
stiff resistance. Gun own¬ 
ers are descending on lo¬ 
cal government offices 
to demand they establish 
sanctuaries for gun rights. 
More than 100 counties, 
cities and towns have de¬ 
clared themselves Second 
Amendment sanctuaries 
and vowed to oppose any 
new "unconstitutional re¬ 
strictions" on guns.Q 
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3 who brought mortar round to gate at Pearl Harbor released 



In this Dec. 4, 2019 file photo security stand outside the main 
gate at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii. 

Associated Press 


By JENNIFER SINCO KELLE- 
HER 

Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — A mortar 
round was found in a vehi¬ 
cle at a gate to the sprawl¬ 
ing Pearl Harbor military 
base, shutting down the 
base for hours and leading 
three people to be taken 
into custody, military offi¬ 
cials said Wednesday. 

It's not clear what the trio 
planned to do or where 
they wanted to go when 
they were stopped late 
Tuesday, base spokesman 
Charles Anthony said, but 
added, "I don't think their 
intention was to get on 
base." 

A mortar is a portable 
weapon that is loaded and 


fired by dropping an ex¬ 
ploding shell into a tube. 
Anthony said there was no 
explosive material inside 
the round and no firing de¬ 


vice in the car. 

It was an "inert training 
round," Naval Criminal In¬ 
vestigative Service spokes¬ 
man Jeff Houston said in an 


email. "NCIS does not be¬ 
lieve that terrorism played 
any role in the gate inci¬ 
dent yesterday and we 
don't believe there is any 
threat to the community," 
he wrote Wednesday. 

The vehicle's occupants 
were released Wednes¬ 
day. No information was 
available about them, and 
it's not clear if they will face 
charges. 

Bringing weapons or ord¬ 
nance onto the base re¬ 
quires coordinating with 
security, Anthony said. 
Hundreds of people, usu¬ 
ally lost, end up at the Pearl 
Harbor gate daily and are 
turned around if they don't 
have proper identification 
to enter, he said. □ 
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Judge halts Trump's order allowing states to block refugees 



In this Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020, file photo, Linda Evarts, an attorney for the International Refugee 
Assistant Project, speaks to the media outside the federal courthouse in Greenbelt, Md. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
and JULIE WATSON 
Associated Press 
SILVER SPRING, Md. (AP) 

— A federal judge on 
Wednesday halted Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's exec¬ 
utive order that gave state 
and local officials the abil¬ 
ity to shut the door on refu¬ 
gees, and ignited a fierce 
debate in communities 
about how welcoming the 
United States should be. 

U.S. District Judge Peter 
Messitte in Maryland said in 
his ruling that the president's 
order "flies in the face of 
clear Congressional intent" 
of the 1980 Refugee Act 
by allowing state and local 
governments to block the 
resettlement of refugees in 
their jurisdictions. 

In issuing a preliminary in¬ 
junction, Messitte said the 
process should continue 
as it has for nearly 40 years, 
with refugee resettlement 
agencies deciding where 
a person would best thrive. 
Church World Service, Lu¬ 
theran Immigration and 
Refugee Service, and HIAS 

— a Jewish nonprofit — 
filed the lawsuit in Green- 
belt, Maryland, on Nov. 
21. They said they already 
work closely with state and 
local officials before reset¬ 
tling refugees in an area. 
They called the order an 
attempt at a state-by-state 
ban on refugees. 

Messitte agreed. "It grants 
them veto power. Period," 
the judge wrote. 

The Trump order, which was 
issued in September and 
had been set to go into ef¬ 


fect in June, required agen¬ 
cies to get written consent 
from state and local offi¬ 
cials before resettling refu¬ 
gees in their jurisdictions. 
Trump said he acted to re¬ 
spect communities that be¬ 
lieve they do not have the 
jobs or other resources to 
be able to take in refugees. 
The administration didn't 
immediately say whether it 
will appeal Messitte's deci¬ 
sion. The State Department 
said it is reviewing the deci¬ 
sion and has no immediate 
comment. 

The order was the latest at¬ 
tempt by the Trump admin¬ 
istration to thrust states and 
cities into immigration pol¬ 
icy. It caused heated de¬ 


bates and raucous meet¬ 
ings in several towns from 
North Dakota to Tennessee, 
and put Republican gover¬ 
nors in an uncomfortable 
position between immigra¬ 
tion hardliners who want 
to shut the door and some 
Christian evangelicals who 
believe helping refugees is 
a moral obligation. Others 
say refugees are vital to fill 
jobs and keep rural com¬ 
munities afloat. 

Trump has brought the or¬ 
der up on the campaign 
trail, getting big applause 
from supporters at a Min¬ 
neapolis rally in October 
when he said: "As you 
know, for many years lead¬ 
ers in Washington brought 


large numbers of refuges 
to your state from Somalia, 
without considering the im¬ 
pact to schools and com¬ 
munities and taxpayers. I 
promise you that as a presi¬ 
dent I will give communities 
local control." 

The ruling comes less than a 
week after Texas became 
the first state to say it did 
not want more refugees. 
Gov. Greg Abbott said in 
a letter released Jan. 10 
that Texas, which took in 
more refugees than any 
other state during the 2018 
fiscal year, "has been left 
by Congress to deal with 
disproportionate migration 
issues resulting from a bro¬ 
ken federal immigration 


system." Abbott's office did 
not immediately respond 
to messages seeking com¬ 
ment on Wednesday's rul¬ 
ing. 

Refugees have the right to 
move anywhere in the U.S. 
after their initial resettle¬ 
ment, but at their own ex¬ 
pense. 

The head of Lutheran Im¬ 
migration and Refugee 
Service, Krish O'Mara Vig- 
narajah, said Trump's order 
was already causing "ir¬ 
reparable harm to refugee 
families." Agencies were 
forced to dedicate time 
and resources to getting 
written consents instead of 
focusing on efforts to help 
refugees integrate with 
language classes and job 
training. 

Agencies have gotten con¬ 
sents from 42 states. 

Mark Hetfield, the head 
of HIAS, estimated about 
1,800 refugees this year will 
be resettled in Texas, where 
most have family members 
already, unless the Trump 
administration appeals the 
ruling and wins. Mayors 
from the state's major cities 
have welcomed them. 

Ali Al Sudani, chief pro¬ 
grams officer for Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Hous¬ 
ton, said many refugees 
were anxious after Abbott's 
announcement. One Iraqi 
man contacted Al Sudani 
to say that he was in the 
process of being approved 
to go to Texas and asked 
whether he should request 
another state instead. 

Al Sudani called Wednes¬ 
day's ruling "great news." Q 


Student fatally shot at Texas high school; suspect arrested 


BELLAIRE, Texas (AP) — A 

19-year-old student was 
shot to death Tuesday at 
a Texas high school, and a 
suspect was arrested hours 
later, officials said. 

Grenita Lathan, interim su¬ 
perintendent of the Hous¬ 
ton Independent School 
District, confirmed the 
shooting victim at Bellaire 
High School had died. She 
gave no other information 
and took no questions. 

A suspect and another 
person police said was 
connected to the case 
were arrested about 3 1/2 


hours after the shooting 
Tuesday night, accord¬ 
ing to statements from the 
school district and Bellaire 
police. They said no other 
information would be re¬ 
leased for now, includ¬ 
ing further details about 
where the shooting oc¬ 
curred in the school com¬ 
plex, whether the suspect 
was a student or what led 
to the arrest. The district 
announced classes had 
been canceled Wednes¬ 
day, after Latham original¬ 
ly said they were going on 
as scheduled. Emergency 



Students watch from across the street as authorities respond to 
a shooting at Bellaire High School in Bellaire, Texas, Tuesday, 
Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 


crews were seen perform¬ 
ing CPR as the student was 
carried on a stretcher to 
an ambulance outside the 
school, KPRC-TV reported. 
There were conflicting me¬ 
dia reports about whether 
the shooting happened in¬ 
side or outside the school. 
The city, a suburb south 
west of Houston, con¬ 
firmed on Twitter that 
there was a shooting and 
said the suspect is still at 
large. It advised resident 
to avoid the area around 
the school or remain in 
their homes. □ 












ay 


U.S. NEWS If * 7 


THURSDAY 16 JANUARY 2020 


uotunKM e'ucKSis 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $70pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON SNORKEL 

2-5pm $55pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


:T SAIL 

5:30-7:30pm $35pp 
Spectacular views 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Adoptees can access birth certificates under new NY law 


By MARINA VILLENEUVE 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 

York has become the 10th 
state to allow adopted 
adults unrestricted access 
to their original birth certifi¬ 
cates, a step that will help 
some people investigate 
their family histories. 

A new law effective 
Wednesday does away 
with restrictions dating 
back to the 1930s that re¬ 
quired an adoptee to seek 
a hard-to-get court order 
to access original birth re¬ 
cords. 

Those rules had originally 
been intended to protect 
the privacy of parents who 
relinquished their children. 
But attitudes about the 
rights of adopted individu¬ 
als have shifted, while so¬ 
cial media and DNA tech¬ 
nology have made it easier 
for long-separated relatives 
to connect. 

Restrictions in New York and 
nationwide dated back to 
a time when many women 
were coerced or shamed 
into giving up their babies, 
according to Joyce Bahr, 
who gave up her son for 
adoption in 1966 and now 
serves as president of the 
New York Statewide Adop¬ 
tion Reform's Unsealed Ini¬ 
tiative, which pushed for 
New York's law. 

"Times were different and 
we were also led to be¬ 
lieve our children would go 
off and live happily ever 
after, which was a little 
far-fetched concept," she 
said. Bahr ended up reunit¬ 
ing with her biological son, 
Ed, when she relocated 
to New York. She said the 
two "loved each other right 
away." 

"I can understand that 
there are some birth moth¬ 



April Green, left, a public records aide, helps Joan Morgan, center, of Mt. Kisco, N.Y., and Joseph 
Pessolano, second from right, from the borough of Staten Island, as they file their pre adoption 
birth certificate application, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 


ers who don't want to be 
found," Bahr said. 

Some Catholic groups, 
adoption agencies, and 
some birth mothers and 
adoptive parents, had op¬ 
posed lifting the privacy 
restrictions over fear about 
traumatizing people — in¬ 
cluding survivors of rape 
and incest — who had giv¬ 
en up their children. 

Staten Island resident Joe 
Pessolano, 58, is one of 
roughly 600,000 New York¬ 
ers who advocates have 
estimated will be able to 
access their birth certifi¬ 
cates starting Wednesday. 
"It's validation of my exis¬ 
tence to actually see the 
certificate that has my 
original information on it," 
he said. 

When he was 21, Joe's 
parents told him he was 
adopted as a 7-month-old 
infant in Long Island. 

They gave him a piece of 
paper known as an adop¬ 


tion decree, which hap¬ 
pened to include his birth 
name: Christopher Antho¬ 
ny Ray. It's an important de¬ 
tail — often found on birth 
certificates — that gave 
him an edge over others 
in searching for birth par¬ 
ents.Pessalono said without 
knowing his birth name, he 
would have never been 
able to start a search that 
led him to his birth father, 
cousins and uncles. 

"I would have waited until 
now," he said. "And I would 
have missed out on a won¬ 
derful father." 

He ended up finding his 
birth parents in Greenwich 
Village in New York, where 
he had worked for several 
years as a paramedic. He 
discovered that his mother 
was baptized in a church 
on Christopher Street, while 
his father worked at a deli 
Pessalono had frequented. 
"When I met him, oddly 
enough I looked at him 


and thought, 'Gee he looks 
so familiar,"' Pessalono said. 
"I realized he worked in this 
deli. He worked there and 
would serve me my break¬ 
fast in the morning. I would 
remember him walking his 
dog in the street. It was so 
weird. It was so surreal." 
Pessalono said he's seen his 
birth mother only a hand¬ 
ful of times since their first 
meeting in 1993. He said 
she's had a harder time ac¬ 
cepting him — in contrast 
to his birth father, whom he 
met in 1990 and has since 
died. 

"He was just amazing, he 
accepted me," Pessalono 
said. 

Pessalono, who lobbied for 
similar legislation in New 
Jersey, said he's accepted 
his birth mother's perspec¬ 
tive: "It's unfortunate, but 
that's what she wanted. I'm 
OK with it." 

Greg Luce, attorney and 
founder of the Adoptee 


Rights Law Center, based 
in Minnesota, said it was 
rare for New York courts to 
grant access to birth certifi¬ 
cates, with exceptions be¬ 
ing made occasionally in 
cases involving people with 
potentially genetic medi¬ 
cal issues, or individuals 
seeking help with citizen¬ 
ship questions. 

"It really was one of the top 
five most restrictive states in 
the country and had been 
that way since 1936," Luce 
said. 

Concerns about privacy 
and confidentiality have 
long fueled opposition from 
groups including the Na¬ 
tional Council for Adoption, 
an adoption advocacy 
group first founded in 1980 
in part to fight adoptees' 
access to birth records. 

But president Chuck John¬ 
son said the group’s per¬ 
spective has evolved as a 
growing body of research 
suggests the vast majority 
of women who place their 
children for adoption are 
open to reunions. 

"As states have looked at 
laws to accommodate the 
majority, we've just asked 
folks to really take into ac¬ 
count the wishes of the 
women who wish to main¬ 
tain their privacy," Johnson 
said. 

In New Jersey, a law al¬ 
lowed adult adoptees to 
request access to birth re¬ 
cords starting in 2017. Birth 
parents had until the end of 
2016 to redact information 
from their birth certificate. 
Meanwhile, groups advo¬ 
cating for adoptee rights 
hope to fight similar legisla¬ 
tion this year in West Virgin¬ 
ia. They also hope to pass 
laws like New York's in Con¬ 
necticut, Massachusetts 
and MarylandO 
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Iran warning puts thousands of European troops in spotlight 



In this Monday, May 27, 2019 file photo, NATO forces attend the graduation ceremony of Afghan 
National Army soldiers from a 3-month training program at the Afghan Military Academy in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — A warning by 
Iran's president that Euro¬ 
pean forces in the Middle 
East could be at risk if their 
nations join the U.S. pres¬ 
sure campaign against the 
Islamic Republic puts a fo¬ 
cus on thousands of foreign 
troops in the region. 

Britain, France, and Ger¬ 
many have spent months 
trying to preserve the 2015 
nuclear deal after President 
Donald Trump unilaterally 
abandoned it in 2018. 

But on Tuesday, the Euro¬ 
pean Union initiated a dis¬ 
pute resolution mechanism 
to try to bring Iran back into 
compliance after Tehran 
began openly breaching 
some restrictions last sum¬ 
mer. 

Iran says it should not be 
bound to the agreement 
since the U.S. reimposed 
crippling sanctions. After 
a U.S. airstrike in Iraq killed 
Tehran's top general, Iran 
responded by firing ballistic 
missiles at U.S. troops sta¬ 
tioned there. No one was 
hurt in the missile attacks. 
"Today, the American sol¬ 
dier is in danger, tomorrow 
the European soldier could 
be in danger," President 
Hassan Rouhani said at a 
Cabinet meeting without 
elaborating. 


European countries have 
troops in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and elsewhere in the Mid¬ 
dle East, where they mainly 
operate alongside much 
larger U.S. deployments. 
Iran is allied with powerful 
armed groups in Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon and Yemen. 

A look at Europe's military 
presence: 

IRAQ 

Britain, France and Germa¬ 
ny are all part of the U.S.- 
led coalition that is fighting 
the Islamic State group. 


Britain has about 400 troops 
based in Iraq while Ger¬ 
many has nearly 450 troops 
deployed to counter IS and 
to train Iraqi forces. 
Germany "temporarily" 
withdrew 35 of its troops 
from Iraq after Iranian 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani 
was killed on Jan. 3 in the 
U.S. drone strike. Most were 
flown to Jordan, where 
Germany also has troops 
involved in reconnaissance 
and refueling flights for the 
anti-IS coalition. France has 


about 1,000 troops in the 
region to help combat IS in 
Iraq and Syria. 

The European Union as a 
bloc has several dozen per¬ 
sonnel in Baghdad working 
on security sector reform 
and advising the Interior 
Ministry. European Commis¬ 
sion spokesman Peter Sta- 
no said officials are aware 
of the threats, but that "we, 
as the EU, are not leaving 
Iraq." 

THE GULF 


Britain operates a naval 
base in Bahrain that can 
house up to 500 British mili¬ 
tary personnel and is fo¬ 
cused on maritime security. 
It also has a joint training 
base in Oman. France has 
a naval base known as 
Camp Peace in Abu Dha¬ 
bi's Port Zayed, which hous¬ 
es some 700 French troops. 
Britain and France also sta¬ 
tion troops at U.S. bases in 
the region. 

AFGHANISTAN 

The NATO mission in Af¬ 
ghanistan consists of about 
17,000 troops from 39 al¬ 
lied and partner countries. 
The alliance formally con¬ 
cluded its combat mission 
at the end of 2014 and 
provides advice and train¬ 
ing to Afghan forces. Britain 
has nearly 1,000 troops in 
Afghanistan and Germany 
has about 1,100. 

LEBANON 

Several European countries 
contribute forces to the 
U.N. peacekeeping mission 
in southern Lebanon, which 
patrols the tense frontier 
between Israel and the 
Iran-backed Hezbollah mili¬ 
tant group. France contrib¬ 
utes about 700 troops. 
Germany provides more 
than 100 forces to the 
peacekeepers' maritime 
mission. □ 


Groups: Syrian planes strike 
market in rebel area, 15 dead 



This photo provided by the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets, 
which has been authenticated based on its contents and other 
AP reporting, shows Syrian White Helmet civil defense workers 
extinguish a burning car that was hit by Syrian government 
airstrikes, in Idlib province, Syria, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020. 

Associated Press 


BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian gov¬ 
ernment warplanes struck 
a market and an industrial 
area Wednesday in the 
last territory in the hands of 
rebel groups in the coun¬ 
try's northwest, killing at 
least 15 people, opposi¬ 
tion activists said. 

A new cessation of hostili¬ 
ties agreement between 
Russia and Turkey, who 
support the opposite sides 
in the conflict, went into 
effect last week. But vio¬ 
lence has continued. 
Yahya Abu al-Yaman, 
a volunteer with first re¬ 
sponders the Syrian Civil 
Defense, said 15 people 
were killed and 65 were 
wounded in the strike. 


Most were in critical condi¬ 
tion after warplanes struck 
a vegetable market and 
industrial area in Idlib city 
Wednesday afternoon. 
The two areas are a few 
hundreds meters (yards) 
apart. The Syrian Civil De¬ 
fense, also known as the 
White Helmets, said one 
of its volunteers was killed 
in the strike. The Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said the 
two areas were crowded 
with people when the war¬ 
planes struck. It also put 
the death toll at 15. 

The Observatory said air- 
strikes were also reported 
in other parts of Idlib prov¬ 
ince, recording at least 42 


Russian raids and 33 by 
government warplanes. 
The Observatory has a 
network of activists on 
the ground and has been 
monitoring the war in Syria 
since it began in 2011. 

The government also 
launched several barrel 
bombs from helicopters 
in rural Idlib, according 
to the Observatory. The 
bombs are rudimentary 
and inaccurate projectiles 
that cause massive de¬ 
struction. Russia is a main 
backer of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, while Tur¬ 
key is a strong supporter 
of some of the insurgents 
fighting against him. Mos¬ 
cow blamed the insurgents 


for violating the truce Sat¬ 
urday. Idlib is controlled 
by armed rebel groups, 
including Turkey-backed 
opposition groups and al- 
Qaida-linked militants who 
are the strongest there. 


It is also home to 3 million 
civilians. The United Na¬ 
tions said at least 300,000 
have been displaced by 
the violence in the month 
between Dec. 1 and Jan. 
1 








WORLD NEWS If * 9 


THURSDAY 16 JANUARY 2020 



■ 


- - 


Full Island Jeep Safari 

Includes 


Pick-up ft Drop-off included 
in Hotel area 

Automatic 4x4 Air Conditioned Jeep 
" 12 Interesting Stops ft Sights 
Light Breakfast included 


* Lunch at Pelican Nest Seafood Grill 

* Beverages Included 

■ Entrance Foe to Arikok National 
Park Included 

* Swim at Baby Beach 


105.00 


PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE $10 OFF PER COUPLE 


f o™?ne www.peLican-aryba.com tEtsnr} 


on CALL DIRECT 
537-2307 


Pelican Adven£ures±}^ 


Grrrrr! Angry herders secure bear ban from France's Macron 


By JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The bears 
have cute names — Bub¬ 
ble, Feather, Snowflake 
and the like — and look so 
soft and huggable when 
caught on video by re¬ 
mote cameras that study 
their habits. But to herders 
high in the Pyrenees moun¬ 
tains of southwest France, 
the animals are stone-cold 
killers, ravaging flocks and 
undermining farming liveli¬ 
hoods. 

Pyrenean livestock farmers 
who raise sheep for meat 
and famously pungent 
cheeses are rejoicing af¬ 
ter getting an assurance 
from President Emmanuel 
Macron that he won't au¬ 
thorize the release into the 
wild of any more of the 
bears blamed for a surge in 
deadly attacks. 

"He promised that the re¬ 
insertions (of bears) are fin¬ 
ished, that he won't release 
any more," said Jean-Pierre 
Pommies, who raises sheep 
and cows. Pommies wore 
his broad farmer's beret 
to Tuesday's meeting with 
the suit-and-tied Macron 
in Pau, a Pyrenean town 
with sweeping views of the 
mountains. 

"He was able to understand 
that it's a big problem for 
us," Pommies added. "We 
have reached the bottom, 
and the situation was ridic¬ 
ulous for Pyrenean herders." 
When France’s last pocket 
of brown bears appeared 
headed for extinction in 
the Pyrenees in the 1990s, 
the country began import¬ 
ing animals from Slovenia, 
where the population is 
booming. A total of eight 
were freed into the wild in 
1996,1997 and 2006. Anoth¬ 
er release of two Slovenian 
female bears — Claverina 
and Sorita — followed in 
2018, the first first full year of 
Macron's presidency. 

The population is now esti¬ 


mated at around 40 bears, 
doubling its size since 2010 
and roaming over a long 


and expanding swath of 
the mountains that form the 
border between France 
and Spain, stretching from 
the Mediterranean to the 
Atlantic. 

Bear attacks on livestock 
have grown, too. Having 
long been largely stable, 
mostly between 100 and 
200 attacks per year across 
the Pyrenees, including 
Spain, France and Andor¬ 
ra, they surged to close to 
400 in 2018, according to 
the most recent official an¬ 
nual report. 

Herders who suffered in¬ 
cluded one of Pommies’ 
friends, whose flock was 
devastated in an attack 
last year, he said. The sheep 
took fright and plunged off 
a cliff together. 

"There were 256 piled up at 
the bottom," he said. "They 
had to finish some of them 


off with their knives. For us 
shepherds, that is traumat¬ 
ic." 


He believes the presence 
of the predators is simply 
"incompatible" with the 
Pyrenean mountain econ¬ 
omy that rests largely on 
herding. 

"I love bears. I'm passionate 
about them as animals. But 
I love that they live happily 
in Yellowstone, in Canada, 
in Romania and Slovenia," 
he said. In the Pyrenees, 
"the people who are pro¬ 
bear say that it used to work 
for the old timers, that they 
used to deal with it. And 
that is completely false. His¬ 
tory shows that men have 
always killed them." 

The Pyrenees are only one 
of the battlegrounds in Eu¬ 
rope over efforts to pre¬ 
serve wild fauna and flora. 
In France's other major 
mountain range, the Alps, 
wild wolves that also prey 
on flocks are a persistent 


source of tension between 
herders and those op¬ 
posed to the deployment 


of large dogs to keep wolf 
packs at bay. 

In Germany, wolves have 
been a source of political 
friction. The far-right oppo¬ 
sition Alternative for Ger¬ 
many party accused the 
government of failing to 
defend farmers' interests 
against the 75 wolf packs 
counted there in 2018. 
There is also debate in Bel¬ 
gium about the reappear¬ 
ance of wolves after infra¬ 
red cameras spotted a pair 
together in woods and a 
pregnant wolf was killed in 
northern Belgium last sum¬ 
mer. 

Slovenia's brown bear pop¬ 
ulation is so plentiful that 
authorities are culling the 
animals that are becoming 
a headache for farmers, 
raiding beehives and even 
attacking people in the 
small Alpine state. 


Around 170 bears were 
shot in 2019, said Damjan 
Orazem, the Forest Service 
director. 

Herders including Pommies 
pounced on Macron to talk 
about the Pyrenees' bears 
when the French leader 
turned up at the Tour de 
France last year on a day 
when the bicycle race 
swung through the peaks. 
Pommies said he threat¬ 
ened to release his animals 
into the riders' path unless 
Macron agreed to a meet¬ 
ing. That brief encounter 
elicited a pledge from Ma¬ 
cron that he'd hold talks 
with them at length at a lat¬ 
er date, an offer he made 
good on this week. 
Emmanuelle Wargon, a 
deputy environment min¬ 
ister who attended the 
meeting, told broadcaster 
Sud Radio that Macron 
"reaffirmed that we don't 
have any plans to reintro¬ 
duce (more) bears," add¬ 
ing: "It was important to tell 
them this." 

For bear preservationists, 
herders are greatly exag¬ 
gerating the risk posed by 
the predators. Alain Rey- 
nes, director of the group 
Country of the Bear, said he 
believes the actual number 
of animals killed by bears is 
far smaller than the 1,500, 
mostly sheep, that Pyrene¬ 
an herders claim they lost 
last year. 

Reynes also said that Ma¬ 
cron's moratorium on bear 
releases can't last, be¬ 
cause France is obliged 
by European law to ensure 
that the bear population 
remains viable. 

"The president can only 
speak for the period of his 
mandate," he said. "There 
have always been bears. 
The history in the Pyrenees is 
one of cohabitation, even 
if it hasn't always been 
easy. ... There have been 
bears in Europe for 250,000 
years. This is their space." □ 



In this Sept.2,2019 file photo, shepherd Romain Jaurigueberry brings dead sheep to sub-prefecture 
of Bayonne, southwestern France, to protests against the rising bear attacks on sheep herds in 
Pyrenees mountains. 

Associated Press 
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Pope Francis meets people during his weekly general audience, 
in Paul VI Hall at the Vatican, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Pope names 1st woman 
manager in Vatican 
Secretariat of State 



A girl walks across a bridge in Belgrade, Serbia, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020. 


Associated Press 


Anger, emergency measures 
in smog-stifled Balkan cities 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis has tapped an Ital¬ 
ian lawyer to be the first 
woman to hold a man¬ 
agement position in the 
Vatican's most important 
office, the Secretariat of 
State. Francis on Wednes¬ 
day named Francesca Di 
Giovanni, a 27-year vet¬ 
eran of the Vatican, as un¬ 
dersecretary for multilateral 
affairs. In that role, she will 
be responsible for running 
a division that coordinates 
the Holy See's relations with 
the United Nations and 
other intergovernmental 
organizations. 

Francis has called for wom¬ 
en to be given greater de¬ 
cision-making roles in the 
Vatican and the Catholic 
Church at large, though 
no women head a Vatican 
congregation or other im¬ 
portant office. 

Such leadership positions 
are reserved for priests. 


bishops or cardinals, and 
Francis has upheld church 
teaching prohibiting the or¬ 
dination of women. 

Di Giovanni, 66, told the 
Vatican's in-house media 
that Francis' appointment 
showed his attention to 
women, and she agreed 
with the pope's oft-stat¬ 
ed assertion that women 
have certain aptitudes as 
peace-makers, mediators 
and healers. A few other 
women hold a similar rank 
in other Vatican offices, in¬ 
cluding the undersecretary 
at the Vatican's congrega¬ 
tion for religious orders and 
two undersecretaries in the 
Vatican office for laity. 

But the Secretariat of State 
is the most powerful Vati¬ 
can office, coordinating 
the internal work of the 
Holy See bureaucracy as 
well as the Vatican's diplo¬ 
matic relations with other 
countries. □ 


By JOVANA GEC 
Associated Press 
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) 

— Major cities in a series 
of Balkan countries have 
been hit by dangerous lev¬ 
els of smog in recent days, 
prompting anger among 
residents and official warn¬ 
ings to stay indoors and 
avoid physical activity. 
Serbia's government called 
an urgent meeting to ad¬ 
dress the problem Wednes¬ 
day, shortly after a peak in 
weekend air pollution lev¬ 
els prompted emergency 
measures in Bosnia's capi¬ 
tal, Sarajevo. 

A report last year by the 
U.N. Environment Program 
said Sarajevo has some of 
Europe's highest air pollu¬ 
tion concentrations, while 
on average people living 
in the Western Balkans lose 
up to 1.3 years of life to air 
pollution. 

Croatian police on 
Wednesday also urged citi¬ 
zens in the capital, Zagreb, 
to use public transport and 
avoid bikes or scooters. 
High concentrations of 
toxic air particles are typi¬ 
cal during winter in Balkan 
countries that largely de¬ 
pend on coal-fueled pow¬ 
er plants, and where peo¬ 
ple drive old cars and use 
wood and coal for heat¬ 
ing. In recent days, wind¬ 
less weather conditions 


and thick fog have exacer¬ 
bated the problem. 

While dozens of towns and 
cities throughout the region 
are suffering, the worst hit 
has been Sarajevo, built 
in a deep valley ringed by 
mountains. 

For most of the past week, 
Sarajevo's levels of airborne 
PM 10 particulate matter 
have been at least twice — 
and sometimes eight times 
— higher than the Europe¬ 
an Union safety limit. 

The soaring pollution has 
angeredenvironmental 
activists in both Bosnia and 
Serbia, who say authorities 
are doing too little too late. 
"The air we breathe is poi¬ 
soning and killing us," Dobri- 
ca Veselinovic, from the Do 
Not Drown Belgrade group, 
wrote in an open letter this 
week demanding the resig¬ 
nation of Belgrade's mayor. 
"Why isn't anyone doing 
anything?" 

Belgrade has been 
wrapped for days in a 
cloud of smog that partic¬ 
ularly afflicted lower-lying 
areas. The city health au¬ 
thorities' web page carried 
an alert Wednesday with 
the succinct warning: 'The 
air in Belgrade is polluted!" 
But government health 
officials advised against 
panic. They attribute the 
problem to a combination 
of inefficient energy con¬ 


sumption, outdated indus¬ 
trial equipment and use of 
fossil fuels in winter, includ¬ 
ing low-quality brown coal. 
Experts have warned that 
these and other environ¬ 
mental setbacks could 
even stall efforts by Serbia 
and other Balkan countries 
to join the European Union. 
In Bosnia, activists have 
blasted the government 
for relying on short-term 
measures during the crisis 
days — such as banning 
diesel vehicles and recom¬ 
mending the use of face 
masks — while not dealing 
with key issues, such as the 
proliferation of tall buildings 
that block the air flow. 

The Swedish embassy to 
Bosnia warned this week¬ 
end on Twitter that Saraje¬ 
vo was "in a category of its 
own when it comes to bad 
air quality." 

Sarajevo authorities have 
cut ticket prices for the 
city's cable car that leads 
to the nearby Trebevic 
mountain, as residents 
head for popular ski resorts 
to avoid pollution. 

In EU member Croatia, po¬ 
lice said t he bloc's air pol¬ 
lution standards were ex¬ 
ceeded in part of Zagreb 
on Wednesday. 

A police statement urged 
citizens to avoid open-air 
activity and cut down on 
smoking.O 


Hungary police seek 
drug dealing charges 
against 2 Dutch men 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) 

— Hungarian police on 
Wednesday recom¬ 
mended filing drug deal¬ 
ing charges against two 
Dutch men arrested in 
August at a popular mu¬ 
sic festival. 

Budapest police said 
they found 20 kilograms 
of pre-rolled marijuana 
cigarettes and ecstasy 
pills with a street value 
of around 100 million fo¬ 


rints ($335,000), most of it 
stashed away in a small 
van they were using and 
which was parked out¬ 
side the festival grounds. 
While the suspects had 
a key to the car in their 
possession, they refused 
to reveal its location to 
police, who only found 
the vehicle following their 
detention and after con¬ 
sulting with their Dutch 
colleaguesO 
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Almir Vicente pushes his recently bought bottled water at a supermarket in the Copacabana 
neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020. 

Associated Press 



Opposition leader Juan Guaido, center, sits with fellow 
lawmakers Juan Pablo Guanipa, left, and Carlos Eduardo 
Berrizbeitia as they hold a session at a theater in the El Hatillo 
neighborhood after their vehicles were attacked by government 
supporters while driving to the National Assembly in downtown 
Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020. 

Associated Press 

Government backers 
block Venezuela 
legislative meeting 


Smelly Rio de Janeiro water 
supply has residents on edge 


By DAVID BILLER and DIANE JEANTET 
Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — There's a creeping 
sense of alarm in Rio de Janeiro after more 
than a week of foul tasting and smelling 
tap water in dozens of neighborhoods. Ru¬ 
mors are flying, and residents are hoarding 
bottled water. 

People in the metropolitan area have 
taken to social media to show glasses of 
water that appears reddish or brownish. 
Several supermarkets visited by the Associ¬ 
ated Press on Wednesday had run out of 
bottled water. 

There have been rumors — denied by offi¬ 
cials — that the state water utility, Cedae, 
would cut off supply of water to millions of 
residents, or that tests have determined 
the water unfit for consumption. 

Mariana Bretas, 29, received a viral text 
message saying people must plug their 
ears with cotton when showering. 

"I don't know if it's true, but we're getting 
scared," Bretas said after buying five liters 
of water. 

Cedae has said the peculiar water is due 
to geosmin, an organic compound that 
is innocuous, and that the water meets 
health ministry requirements. Even so, it 
said it will begin using powdered acti¬ 
vated carbon at the start of treatment to 
curb geosmin. 

At a press conference on Wednesday, Ce¬ 
dae officials reiterated that geosmin was 
the cause of the smell and taste, and in¬ 
sisted there was "nothing alarming" about 
its levels in the city's water reserves. 

The number of cases of diarrhea, gastro¬ 
enteritis and vomiting in two health clinics 
of Rio's west zone doubled between Dec. 
20 and Jan. 5 over the same period last 
year, but it's too early to associate higher 


incidence of symptoms with contaminat¬ 
ed water, particularly after holiday season 
parties, the state health secretariat said in 
an emailed statement. 

Rio Gov. Wilson Witzel's patience has worn 
thin; On Tuesday night he called for analy¬ 
sis of the water's quality as well as of the 
utility's management. 

"The disorder the population has been 
suffering due to the problem with water 
provided by Cedae is inadmissible," Witzel 
said on Twitter. "The company must accel¬ 
erate its ultimate solution to improve wa¬ 
ter quality and sewage treatment in cities 
near the springs. The consumer cannot be 
harmed." 

Mauricio Oliveira da Silva, a 51-year-old 
resident of Complexo de Alemao, a group 
of slums in Rio's north zone, said colored 
water had been coming out of the tap for 
several days until it improved on Wednes¬ 
day. Still, he accused the government of 
lack of interest in some of the state's most 
desolate areas. 

"We feel abandoned," da Silva said, add¬ 
ing that poorer folks like himself couldn't 
afford to buy gallons of bottled water. "We 
feel powerless." 

As for the water's color, Cedae officials 
on Wednesday attributed it to the piping 
systems of individual homes, something for 
which the company can't be held respon¬ 
sible. 

"In my house, I always drink Cedae's wa¬ 
ter," the company's president Helio Cabral 
assured journalists. 

Cabral denied media reports that the 
head of the water treatment station that 
provides water to Rio's Baixada Flumi- 
nense area had been dismissed. It said 
he'd merely changed departments under 
a previously scheduled moveO 


By FABIOLA SANCHEZ and 
SCOTT SMITH 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Government security 
forces and armed motor¬ 
cycle groups loyal to Vene¬ 
zuela's president forcefully 
blocked opposition law¬ 
makers from entering the 
National Assembly building 
Wednesday, prompting 
them to hold their session 
on the outskirts of the crisis- 
torn nation's capital. 

It's the second time this 
month that lawmakers 
have been barred from the 
building that houses the 
only branch of government 
that remains out of control 
of President Nicolas Madu- 
ro's socialist government. 
Attempting to reach the 
legislative chamber, the 
caravan of cars carry¬ 
ing the deputies dodged 
through downtown streets, 
but ultimately failed. 
Gunshots could be heard 
near the cars, but no in¬ 
juries were reported. Two 
SUV's carrying the lawmak¬ 
ers came under attack 
by people on the street 
dressed in civilian clothes. 
They struck the rear win¬ 
dow of one, shattering it. 
Guaido called it an "am¬ 
bush" carried out by the 
military and paramilitary 
groups armed by a "brutal 
and wild" dictatorship. 
Guaido was not in the car¬ 
avan that attempted to 
enter the legislative build¬ 
ing, but later emerged with 


other lawmakers at a the¬ 
ater in the Caracas suburb 
of El Hatillo. 

"Today, we clearly reject 
before the world this at¬ 
tack, this ambush against 
the Federal Palace," 
Guaido said, referring to 
the legislative building. "The 
dictatorship has clearly ex¬ 
posed itself to the world." 
The incident was part of a 
struggle for control of the 
opposition-dominated Na¬ 
tional Assembly and Vene¬ 
zuela as a whole, a nation 
suffering economic and so¬ 
cial collapse that's led an 
estimated 4.5 million to em¬ 
igrate. A once oil-wealthy 
nation, Venezuela has 
been locked in a political, 
economic and social col¬ 
lapse for the last five years. 
Basic medicines, food and 
gasoline are scarce, de¬ 
spite the fact Venezuela 
sits atop the world's largest 
oil reserves. The 36-year- 
old Guaido leaped onto 
Venezuela's political stage 
a year ago when he de¬ 
clared himself acting presi¬ 
dent under the constitution 
and vowed to end Madu- 
ro's rule. The United States 
and more than 50 other na¬ 
tions quickly backed him, 
saying Maduro's reelection 
in 2018 was illegitimate. 
Guaido was also blocked 
from the National Assembly 
building early this month 
in a failed government at¬ 
tempt to prevent him from 
being reelected as the 
body's leader. □ 
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Alberto Perez, a 77-year-old retired man, leaves his home in 
the Sevillano neighborhood with an empty cooking gas tank 
as he departs for a shop where he will replace it with a full 
one in Havana, Cuba, Tuesday, Jan 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 

Cuba warns citizens 
to prepare for 
cooking-gas shortages 

By MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN and ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — The Cuban government is warning 
citizens to prepare for shortages of cooking gas due 
to Trump administration sanctions on the island. 

State media announced Tuesday morning that cylin¬ 
ders of liquid petroleum gas would be scarce for Cu¬ 
bans who buy state-subsidized gas at about 30 cents 
per cylinder as well as for customers who buy gas at 
market prices more than 10 times higher. 

Many homes in Cuba depend on bottled gas be¬ 
cause they are not connected to municipal gas lines. 
Electric stoves and hotplates are relatively rare and 
expensive to use due to high electricity prices. 

“I'll have to adapt, use an electric cooking pot and 
hope that things get better,” said Angela Leon, a 
60-year-old housewife. “It’s a great injustice because 
it's already hard to put food on the table. I hope the 
U.S. government is aware that what they’re doing to 
us is unjustified.” 

The government said in an announcement on state 
media that a Trump administration sanction an¬ 
nounced in November against Cuban state energy 
company Corporacion Panamericana had forced 
the cancellation of planned purchases of liquid pe¬ 
troleum gas. 

“Current inventories don’t cover consumption, affect¬ 
ing the sale of subsidized and tree-market LPG, which 
can only be guaranteed for locations that provide 
basic services to the population,” the announcement 
read. “The people should adopt measures to save gas 
and use it efficiently.” 

The Trump administration has been regularly tighten¬ 
ing the trade embargo on Cuba with the stated aim of 
pressuring the country to give up its close relationship 
with Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, whom the 
U.S. wants out of office. 

The U.S. last week banned charter flights from the U.S. 
to cities outside Havana, the latest pressure meant 
to cut off the flow of hard currency and energy to 
Cuba.Q 



Alena L. Leeds, a scientist from the United States Geological Survey, operates earthquake 
monitoring and recording equipment amid aftershocks across the island's southern coast where 
recent quakes have toppled homes and schools in Ponce, Puerto Rico, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Experts seek answers behind 
constant quakes in Puerto Rico 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
PONCE, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Seismologists in south¬ 
ern Puerto Rico gingerly 
walked around a patch of 
dirt that marks the location 
of recently buried sensors 
they hope will reveal an¬ 
swers behind the constant 
and unusual shaking in the 
region that has terrified resi¬ 
dents. 

Alena Leeds with the U.S. 
Geological Survey stopped 
in front of the sensors on 
Tuesday afternoon and 
scrutinized the information 
that popped up on the 
screen in front of her. 

"Here comes one! There's 
an aftershock," she said as 
the software showed red, 
blue and green lines that 
squiggled up and down. 
More than 1,280 earth¬ 
quakes have hit Puerto Ri¬ 
co's southern region since 
Dec. 28, more than two 
dozen of them magnitude 
4.5 or greater, according to 
the USGS. 

Among them was a 6.4 
magnitude quake that hit 
on Jan. 7, killing one per¬ 
son and injuring nine oth¬ 
ers, and a 5.9 magnitude 
aftershock that occurred 
Saturday, causing further 
damage. 

Government officials say 
the quakes have caused 
a preliminary $110 million 


in damage, toppled part 
of a famed rock formation 
landmark and damaged 
or destroyed more than 550 
homes. 

The seismic activity that 
experts say is unusual but 
not unexpected has un¬ 
leashed scientific debate 
about what's causing it 
and drawn international at¬ 
tention to the area, where 
more than 4,000 people 
have sought shelter as they 
wonder when the ground 
will stop trembling. 

"I don't plan on stepping 
foot in the house for any 
reason until this stops," said 
Adrian Santos, a 45-year- 
old mechanic who has 
been living in a tent in the 
southern coastal city of 
Ponce for nearly a week 
with nine other relatives. 
"The shaking is unbearable." 
Scientists say they don't 
yet know much about the 
faults causing the quakes, 
although some experts be¬ 
lieve at least three faults 
are involved, including the 
Punta Montalva one in 
southwest Puerto Rico that 
students and professors at 
the University of Puerto Rico 
in Mayaguez discovered in 
the early 2000s. 

"There are a lot of differ¬ 
ent opinions but not a lot 
of data," said Elizabeth 
Vanacore, an associate 
research professor at the 


university, which also hous¬ 
es the island's Seismic Net¬ 
work. 

Overall, Puerto Rico is lo¬ 
cated in a very seismically 
active area, with the North 
America and Caribbean 
tectonic plates converging 
at a rate of about 2 centi¬ 
meters a year, said Gavin 
Hayes, a USGS research 
geophysicist. 

To the north part of the is¬ 
land, the North America 
plate is moving past and 
sinking below Puerto Rico, 
while in the southern re¬ 
gion, the Caribbean plate 
is sinking into the mantel 
underneath the island. 
"Essentially, the island is 
being squeezed between 
these two tectonic plates," 
he said. 

In the last 50 years, 10 earth¬ 
quakes of magnitude 4 
and higher have occurred 
within 50 kilometers of the 
recent 6.4 magnitude epi¬ 
center prior to Dec. 28, said 
Lindsay Davis, with USGS's 
earthquake disaster assis¬ 
tance team manager. 

She said the rate of af¬ 
tershocks following the 
6.4 magnitude quake is 
higher than expected, but 
still within normal range. 
She also said Saturday's 
5.9 magnitude quake was 
within the range of what 
was expected for the after¬ 
shock sequenceO 
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It’s Carnival! 

The streets of Oranjestad 
were filled with lights the first 
Saturday of January. The 
official opening of the car¬ 
nival season took off with 
the Torch Parade. 10 car¬ 
nival groups participated, 
each with their own theme 
in outfit. The Torch Parade 
is an easy going parade 
where the costumes are 
mostly decorated T-shirts 
in certain colors. But.... This 
is just a warming up for the 
most colorful, creative, in¬ 
spiring parades that are to 
come. 

The island is known for its 
white-sanded beaches 
and perfect climate, but 
there is one time in the year 
that Aruba draws thou¬ 
sands of visitors: carnival. 


If you have never been 
here before, come in car¬ 
nival season as your ex¬ 
perience will be amazing. 
Sensational musical events, 
queen elections and differ¬ 
ent parades are all part of 
this spectacular phenom¬ 
enon. Carnival is part of 
Aruba's history and cultural 
heritage, actually it is the 
largest cultural festival on 
the island. For the islanders 
it is a way to express their 
creativity and break away 
from the daily buzz of life. 
Dancing to the rhythm of 
local music while enjoying 
the ambiance of the pub¬ 
lic are some of the ingre¬ 
dients of this festival. Oran¬ 
jestad and San Nicolas are 
the stages for this display 
of unique designed cos¬ 


tumes, amazing ambience 
and upbeat, local music. 


The festival is for everybody 
accessible and safe to visit. 
Behind the screens there is 
an enormous organization 
that makes sure that this 
festival runs smoothly. The 
police, inspection depart¬ 
ment, Red Cross volunteers, 
garbage service and many 
others work day and night 
to make sure that carnival 
is a success. 

All the trailers are being 
carefully inspected before 
they are allowed to partici¬ 
pate as well as the vehicles 
that pull them. After each 
parade the streets are be¬ 
ing cleaned and road 
blocks are being taken 
away so next day normal 
traffic flow occurs. The sev¬ 
eral organizations and insti¬ 
tutions work together with 


the official carnival organi¬ 
zation SMAC. 

History 

In the 1920’s the first carni¬ 
val events were organized 
by social clubs that started 
private costume and mas¬ 
querade parties. This year 
we celebrate Aruba’s 66th 
carnival, which means that 
the first grand parade took 
place in 1955. Since than 
Aruba's carnival has grown 
big and is now able to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with 
the most renowned Car¬ 
nival celebrations around 
the world. 

For more information you 
can visit Facebook page 
SMAC, the official carnival 
organization. □ 
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Aruba Timeshare Association partners 
up with the Happy Community Initiative 



EAGLE BEACH — Luigi Heredia is the President of the Aruba Time- 
share Association (ATSA) and also General Manager of the Costa 
Linda Beach Resort. Together with CEDE Aruba, a dynamic com¬ 
munity foundation and supporting nonprofits in Aruba since 1986, 
they launched Aruba’s Visitor Charity Program. This is a new plat¬ 
form for all visitors who would like to give a little bit of kindness to 
our community. The first digital donation kiosks in the Caribbean 
are inaugurated for this reason, among others at the Costa Linda 
Beach Resort, Playa Linda Beach Resort and Casa del Mar Beach 
Resort & Timeshare. 


Heredia explained to a handful of guests of the resort what this 
Happy Community Initiative is about and how easy it actually 
is to make a donation by using the kiosk or through the website 
www.happycommunityaruba.org. In addition, some resorts will 
offer the possibility to make a donation at the checkout. Daniel 
Tecklenborg is the director of CEDE Aruba, and they initiated this 
visitor charity program that is also endorsed by the Aruba Tourism 
Authority (ATA). This will be a platform for all visitors who would like 
to make a donation, but also volunteer in the future. The priority 
is set to support projects for the Aruban youth. CEDE Aruba will 
make sure that the donations reach meaningful projects of local 
non-profits and upon quality and transparent finances of the of¬ 
fered programs. This way you can be assured that your donation 
will hit its goal! 




How does it help Aruban youth 

Millions of people around the world 
love Aruba, the ONE HAPPY ISLAND 
and the home away from home! 
Tourism in Aruba is performing well. 
However, in Aruba, about six of ten 
youngsters between the ages of 12 
and 18 are alone or without adult 
supervision after school time. In most 
cases because their parents are 
working. In addition, many of Aru¬ 
ba's youngsters do not travel often 
and experience boredom and lack 
of activities during school vacations. 
Furthermore, four out of ten Aruban 
youngsters do not finish secondary 
school. This is a very big issue for Aru¬ 
ba's future economy and the tour¬ 
ism industry. 

During a recent investigation, more 
than 60% of Aruba’s youth is asking 
for afterschool programs, aiming at 
sports, cooking, art programs and a 
safe place to hang out with friends. 
More than 50 non-profit organiza¬ 
tions are motivated to contribute 
to a national program. Your dona¬ 
tion will help us to start and support 
after school programs with a focus 
on time for homework and diverse, 
meaningful activities. In addition, 
your donation will support mentor¬ 
ship activities during school vaca¬ 
tion and support projects aiming at 
youth at risk. Last but not least, your 
donation will support projects that 
reduce the amounts of school drop¬ 
outs and create new opportunities 



for youngsters to integrate back in 
education and to find a career in 
one of Aruba’s countless compa¬ 
nies. 

Get engaged, inspired and con¬ 
nected with our local community. 
Let's build a bridge between com¬ 
munity organizations and the tourism 
industry. Let’s keep Aruba’s youth 
happyO 


Happy Community Initiative Aruba 

CEDE Aruba 

Beatrixstraat 8, Oranjstad, Aruba 
https://happycommunityaruba.org/ 
Phone: +297 582.7666 
Email: info@happycommunityaruba.org 
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Send us Your Home Greetings Video 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today has a column 
called Aruba To Me where readers are in¬ 
vited to send their favorite vacation picture 
along with a text starting with “Aruba to me 
is The column grew in popularity and the 
editorial department loves seeing this inter¬ 
action with our readers. 

It is wonderful to share the moments of joy 
of our readers who are vacationing here, 
but we can also imagine that there are peo¬ 
ple who stayed behind and who are being 
missed. Aruba Today would like to give the 
opportunity to you as an appreciated reader 
to send a live greeting to your beloved ones 
back home. It can be your parent, child, sis¬ 
ter, brother, neighbor who takes care of the 
cat, friends ... name it. Now is your chance, 
send us your Home Greetings Video! 

What Do You Do 

The only thing you need to do is record a 
short (maximum 1 minute) video with a greet¬ 
ing to home from Aruba and send it to email 
news@arubatoday.com. Also please write 
your name and where you are from as well 
as how long you will be staying in Aruba. We 
will post your video on the Facebook page 
and website of Aruba Today! In case you 
prefer to send a text and picture to have a 
printed vacation memory instead of a video, 
be our guest. 



Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated companies to use said ma¬ 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day again.Q 
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“Take your car off the beaten track to meet our monuments and their stories” 


ORANJESTAD - The mix of cultures 
in Aruba is very visible in its ar¬ 
chitecture as -like in all cultures-, 
monuments reflect your history 
and your people. If you take the 
chance to leave the beach for a 
little while and take your car off the 
beaten track you will be surprised 
what you see. Anne Witsenburg 
is director of the Monument Fund 
Aruba and points out precisely why 
a monumental trip should not lack 
in your vacation’s itinerary. 

The fund owns 12 monuments, out 
of the 36 protected monuments 
in the island. “But there are over 
300 more monuments on the list 
to be protected and of course we 
dream to see that become real¬ 
ity as soon as possible.” The inter¬ 
national guidelines that apply for 
monuments decide whether it will 
be a protected monument or not. 
“The building or object needs to 
be at least 50 years old, a special 
value in architecture or to history or 
to the people of Aruba is required 
and there has to be a certain 
uniqueness. If it was changed too 
much throughout time or there are 
already any of the same kind it is a 
no go." 

Useless islands 


There is a difference between the 
islands when it comes to monu¬ 
ments, as Witsenburg explains. 





“That goes back to their histo¬ 
ry. Curacao used to be a very 
wealthy island where many -mainly 
Dutch- merchants lived close to¬ 
gether and that is the reason you 
find this typical colonial Dutch style 
buildings packed in certain areas 
nowadays. They are celebrating 
more than 20 years of Unesco heri¬ 
tage. Than scattered around the 
rest of the island you will see the 
smaller country houses.” Aruba 
and Bonaire were called the use¬ 
less islands in the colonial time, so 
any Indian willing to live here was 
given a small piece of land to build 
his home. “That is the reason you 
find all these typical small houses 
scattered around the island. We 
actually have the same amount 
of monuments as Curacao though 
way smaller.” 

Magic local touch 

Some of the monuments owned by 
the Monument Fund Aruba are the 
light house, town hall, water tanks 
in both Oranjestad and San Nico¬ 


las. “We are wealthy in different 
styled monuments and my sugges¬ 
tion is to discover this world outside 
of the tourist zone. The book Monu¬ 
mental Guide comes in handy as 
there are three maps inside that 
guide you to the monuments and 
tell you about them. But there are 
also possibilities to have your per¬ 
sonal people guide. And the best 
is that I can almost guarantee you 
the magic of the local touch when 
you bump into an authentic cu- 
nucu house (country house) and 
talk to the owners. They will proudly 
share their family history with you.” 

Outside inspiration 

The Monument Fund acquires or 
buys monuments and restores 
them back into their former glory. 
Than they rent it out. “That sounds 
easy, but it is incredibly complex 
as most monuments have multiple 
owners due to the fact that inheri¬ 
tances are split and all need to de¬ 
cide upon the selling.” They coop¬ 
erate with the government office 
of monuments because they set 
the rules of what you can and can¬ 
not do to a protected monument. 
“We also have the task to maintain 
the buildings which is an ongoing 
process. The wind, the salt in the 
air and the sun that not only burns 
human bodies but also buildings 
are huge challenges. Next to that 
we do education, create aware¬ 
ness and maintain public relations 
about our monuments.” 



Sustainable driven 

Sustainability is a big thing to the 
Monument Fund Aruba. Witsen¬ 
burg: “Obviously to restore old 
buildings and not destroy them to 
build new ones is already sustain¬ 
able in itself. Than we have the 
technical sustainability as in using 
the right materials and techniques 
but also the social sustainability. 
That includes looking at the non¬ 
tangible part of heritage: the stories 
to be told, the music to be played, 
the dinners that were cooked in 
the places we try to restore. That 
keeps it alive. Most of our monu¬ 
ments are meant to be lived in so 
we would like to reintroduce the 
joy of living in a monument. We 
work together with private compa¬ 
nies to look into that." In their office 
they installed solar panels, use LED 
lightning and recently implement¬ 
ed an electrical charging point for 
electric vehicles. 

The Monument Fund Aruba is open 
every day from Monday to Friday 
from 8 to 5. You are more than wel¬ 
come to ask for information, guid¬ 
ing and help. For more information 
check out their Facebook page 
stichting monumenten fonds aru- 
ba and the website http://www. 
monumentenfondsaruba.com.O 


Can I have a ..., please? 


ORANJESTAD — Want to taste 
something different for a 
change?? How about a differ¬ 
ent breakfast from what you are 
used to at your hotel. Hop in your 
car, drive around and anywhere 
around the island you will come 
across a local snack shop. 

Flere you will find all types of snacks 
loved by the locals. Try a paste- 
chi, a Caribbean pastry filled with 



cheese or meat and fried up de¬ 
liciously. Or perhaps you might 
want to try a croquette, a crusty 
little meat ball. A dedito is also a 
good option, it’s a stick made out 


of cheese or hotdog. If you want 
to try something more familiar go 
for a homemade hamburger or a 
ham and cheese toast, but with a 
local touch. All these snacks are 
ridiculously addictive. Freshen up 
with a delicious fruit shake (ba- 
tido) made out of watermelon, 
strawberry, banana, papaya or 
just mix any fruit together. What 
makes these little snack shops 
more attractive is the warmth of 



its people and the smile you get 
for free. □ 
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In this Nov. 2, 2019, file photo, 
Abel Cedillo rides Mongolian 
Groom in the Breeders' Cup 
Classic horse race at Santa 
Anita Park in Arcadia, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Report: 

Vets 

missed 

chances 

involving 

Breeders' 

Cup fatality 

By BETH HARRIS 
AP Racing Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A re¬ 
port on the death of Mon¬ 
golian Groom in the Breed¬ 
ers' Cup Classic at Santa 
Anita says veterinarians 
missed opportunities to re¬ 
move the gelding from the 
$6 million race because 
of time constraints or de¬ 
ficiencies in the process 
used to evaluate horses. 

In the 20-page report is¬ 
sued Wednesday, Dr. Lar¬ 
ry Bramlage identified six 
suggested improvements 
aimed at refining safety 
and evaluation protocols 
for future events. Mongo¬ 
lian Groom, a 4-year-old 
gelding, suffered what 
Cup officials described as 
"a serious fracture" of his left 
hind leg in the late stages 
of the Classic last Novem¬ 
ber, which was shown on 
national television. 
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Nelson scopes twice. Islanders 
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pound Red Wings 2 






New York Islanders’ MichaerDbnSoll^^^iiuq ^ EJ^I^B gile^ 
(12) after Bailey scored a goal during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game against the Detroit Red Wings Tuesday, Jan. 14, 
2020, in Uniondale, N.Y. 
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European, PGA Tour 
take steps to single 
out slow players 



A course worker clears standing water off the 18th green before Bo Hoag putts during the final 
round of the Sony Open PGA Tour golf event, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, at Waialae Country Club in 
Honolulu. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

The European Tour and 
PGA Tour are trying to 
crack down on slow play 
with revamped policies 
that allow for swifter pen¬ 
alty shots and for officials to 
target players who are tak¬ 
ing too long to play. 

The policies, while slightly 
different, are similar in that 
the objective is to encour¬ 
age players to change 
their habits. 

The European Tour policy 
starts this week at the Abu 
Dhabi HSBC Championship. 
The PGA Tour is introducing 
its policy, which was ap¬ 
proved in November, this 
week at The American Ex¬ 
press. It does not begin until 
the week after the Masters. 
Previously, the PGA Tour did 
not time a player unless his 
group was out of position 
or lagging behind a sched¬ 
uled time for them to play, 
known as time par. That 
stays in effect. 

Additionally, any player 
taking 120 seconds for a 
shot, without a valid rea¬ 
son, will be given an "ex¬ 
cessive shot time." 

The tour also will have a 
weekly "observation list" to 
identify the slow players. 
They can be timed even if 
their group is in position on 
the golf course. 

Players are put on the list if 


ShotLink data shows they 
take an average of 45 sec¬ 
onds or more to play a shot 
based on their previous 10 
tournaments. A player who 
receives two excessive shot 
times in one tournament 
also will be placed on the 
list, which is updated week¬ 
ly. If an official sees a player 
on the list take 60 seconds 
or longer to play, he will be 
notified he is being timed. 
The timing only stops if the 
player goes two holes with¬ 
out a bad time. 

The amount of time allowed 
to play hasn't changed — 
players have 40 seconds 
to hit a shot when it's their 
turn, with an additional 10 
seconds for the player who 
is first to hit a various shot. 
The penalties, however are 
swift. 

Previously, if a group was 
out of position, a player re¬ 
ceived a warning if he had 
a bad time, and the sec¬ 
ond bad time in the same 
round resulted in a one-shot 
penalty. The last such pen¬ 
alty on the PGA Tour was 
assessed to Miguel Angel 
Carballo and Brian Camp¬ 
bell, partners in the 2013 
Zurich Classic team event. 
Before that it was Glen Day 
in 1985. 

Starting in April, players 
who are out of position or 
on the observation list will 
get a warning for the first 


bad time, and a one-shot 
penalty if it happens again 
during the tournament. 

The fines also are steep. 
Players who receive a sec¬ 
ond bad time will be fined 
$50,000, and $20,000 for 
each additional bad time. 
For those caught hav¬ 
ing excessive shot times, 
they get a $20,000 fine for 
the second violation, and 
$20,000 for each one after 
that the rest of the season. 
On the European Tour, 
players also will get a one- 
shot penalty after a second 
bad time in a tournament, 
instead of a round. 

A player can call a "time 
extension" for any stroke 
once a round, adding 40 
seconds to the time al¬ 
lowed. Players must call for 


this extension before they 
go over the allotted time. 
Even when a group is in 
position, those players pre¬ 
viously were allowed 100 
seconds if they were first 
to hit, and 80 seconds for 
the rest of the group. That 
time was reduced 15% un¬ 
der the new policy, allow¬ 
ing players 85 seconds and 
70 seconds, respectively. If 
a player exceeds the limit 
while the group is in posi¬ 
tion, he would get a "moni¬ 
toring penalty." That typi¬ 
cally involves a fine instead 
of a penalty because the 
group is not holding up 
anyone. 

"Changing the regulation 
for an immediate one-shot 
penalty to now be trig¬ 
gered by two bad times 


Associated Press 

in a tournament instead 
of a round will force slower 
players to consistently en¬ 
sure they play within timing 
regulations," said John Par- 
amor, the chief referee for 
the European Tour. 

Europe introduced a four- 
point plan in August that 
also involves field size. The 
field at fully sanctioned 
events will be reduced from 
156 to 144 players, provided 
that everyone who finished 
among the top 132 in the 
Race to Dubai are eligible 
for the tournament. 

PGA Tour officials had long 
believed that too many 
players in the field effective¬ 
ly clogs up the golf course, 
similar to a traffic jam on a 
highway, and causes too 
much waitingO 


LSU probing Beckham’s apparent on-field payments to players 


BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — LSU 

has contacted officials from the 
NCAA and Southeastern Confer¬ 
ence about Cleveland Browns 
receiver Odell Beckham Jr.'s ap¬ 
parent cash payments to Tigers 
players on the field after the na¬ 
tional championship game, a 
university spokesman said. 

LSU athletics spokesman Mi¬ 
chael Bonnette said initial infor¬ 
mation suggested that Beck¬ 
ham handed out "novelty bills" 
to players after the top-ranked 
Tigers defeated Clemson on 
Monday night. However, further 
investigation showed that Beck¬ 
ham may have given away real 
money, Bonnette said. 
"Information and footage re¬ 
viewed since shows apparent 


cash may have also been given 
to LSU student-athletes," Bon¬ 
nette said in a statement. "We 
were in contact with the NCAA 
and the SEC immediately upon 
learning of this situation in which 
some of our student-athletes 
may have been placed in a 
compromising position. We are 
working with our student-ath¬ 
letes, the NCAA and the SEC in 
order to rectify the situation." 
Beckham starred for LSU from 
2011 to 2013 and was a first- 
round draft pick by the New 
York Giants. He was traded to 
Cleveland before last season. 
Videos posted on social media 
showed Beckham placing mon¬ 
ey in the hand of LSU receiver 
Justin Jefferson and celebrating 


with players in LSU's locker room 
in the Superdome. 

Jefferson, who just completed 
his junior season, is eligible to 
turn pro and enter this spring's 
NFL draft. 

LSU graduate transfer quarter¬ 
back Joe Burrow, who has ex¬ 
hausted his college eligibility 
and is expected to be a top NFL 
draft choice this year, said on a 
Barstool Sports podcast that it 
appeared to him Beckham was 
handing out actual cash. 

The NCAA does not allow play¬ 
ers to receive cash benefits 
while playing college football. 
Those rules are designed to pre¬ 
vent institutions from luring talent 
through the promise of direct or 
indirect paymentsO 



In this Dec. 28, 2019, file photo, LSU wide 
receiver Justin Jefferson (2) makes a 
touchdown catch against Oklahoma 
during the first half of the Peach Bowl NCAA 
semifinal college football playoff game, in 
Atlanta. 

Associated Press 
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Cora remorseful. Red Sox 
begin search for new manager 


In this Sept. 9, 2019, file photo, Boston Red Sox manager Alex 
Cora talks about the dismissal of president of baseball operations 
Dave Dombrowski, during a news conference before the team's 
baseball game against the New York Yankees in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — 

The Boston Red Sox need to 
find a new manager, and 
it sounds like they haven't 
gotten over their old one. 
Heaping praise on Alex 
Cora a day after show¬ 
ing him the door. Red Sox 
owner John Henry said on 
Wednesday the team was 
going to miss "just about 
everything" about the man 
who led Boston to the 2018 
World Series title only to be 
torpedoed in a cheating 
scandal. 

"It was a sad day because 
we all have such respect 
for Alex," said chairman 
Tom Werner, who was one 
of several Red Sox officials 
keeping in touch with the 
deposed manager since 
his departure. "He admit¬ 
ted that what he did was 
wrong, but that doesn't 
mitigate, in our opinion, the 
extraordinary talent that 
he has. And we continue 
to be very fond of Alex." 

A player on Boston’s 2007 
World Series-winning team 
who led the club to anoth¬ 
er title in his first year as a 
rookie manager, Cora was 
ousted on Tuesday, a day 
after baseball Commission¬ 
er Rob Manfred identified 
him as the ringleader in a 
sign-stealing scheme when 
he was the bench coach 
for the 2017 Astros. 

Major League Baseball is 
also looking into whether 
Cora installed a similar sys¬ 
tem in Boston after arriv¬ 
ing the following year. No 
conclusions have been 
reached, and there is no 
timetable; the Astros inves¬ 
tigation took two months. 
"We would ask that every¬ 
one to reserve judgment 
until MLB completes its 
investigation and deter¬ 
mines whether rules were 
violated," Henry said. "I can 
tell you that we are work¬ 
ing with baseball to the full¬ 
est extent possible." 

The Red Sox insisted that 
Cora's departure was a 
mutual decision because 
he could not continue to 
lead the team effectively. 
Team president Sam Ken¬ 
nedy said he anticipated 
a day that Cora would 


return to baseball. "While it 
was difficult personally for a 
lot of people, (and) profes¬ 
sionally, it was ultimately an 
easy decision for the Red 
Sox and for Alex," Kennedy 
said. "Alex is an incredibly 
talented manager and ac¬ 
complished great things 
with us. He expressed re¬ 
morse. He apologized yes¬ 
terday to us for the embar¬ 
rassment that this caused." 
The decision leaves the 
Red Sox, who went 84-78 
and missed the playoffs last 
year for the first time since 
2015, without a manager 
and less than a month to 
find one before spring train¬ 
ing. Chief baseball officer 
Chaim Bloom, who was 
hired in October, said he 
hadn't had time yet to for¬ 


mulate a short list. "The short 
answer is we don't know 
yet," Bloom said when 
asked about the current 
coaching staff. "Obviously, 
this just happened." 
Complicating the search 
for a replacement is that 
the Red Sox don't know if 
anyone else will face sanc¬ 
tions from the commission¬ 
er. And with just a month 
before spring training other 
teams may be reluctant 
to grant permission to in¬ 
terview members of their 
staffs. The Astros are also 
looking fora manager, and 
New York Mets manager 
Carlos Beltran was also im¬ 
plicated in the cheating 
from his time in Houston. 
"There’s no question it's an 
unusual time to be doing a 


managerial search," Bloom 
said, "Being this close to 
spring training, it's impos¬ 
sible for that not to be a 
factor in how we proceed. 
But it's not going to be the 
only factor. And we want 
to make sure we do this 
justice." Bloom said there 
will be internal candidates. 


along with ones from out¬ 
side the organization. 
Among those who have 
been mentioned are Jason 
Varitek, the former catcher 
who is now a special as¬ 
sistant, and bench coach 
Ron Roenicke, who man¬ 
aged the Milwaukee Brew¬ 
ers from 2011-150 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Cardinals star WR Fitzgerald returning for 2020 season 



In this Oct. 6, 2019, file photo, Arizona Cardinals wide receiver 
Larry Fitzgerald attends a news conference after winning an NFL 
football game against the Cincinnati Bengals, in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Sports Writer 
TEMPE, Arizona (AP) — Larry 
Fitzgerald didn't keep the 
Arizona Cardinals waiting 
for long. One of the most 
productive wide receivers 
in NFL history isn't done yet, 


returning for his 17th sea¬ 
son with the franchise that 
drafted him in 2004. 

After some speculation that 
the popular 36-year-old 
Fitzgerald might finally re¬ 
tire, the team announced 
Wednesday he has signed 


a one-year contact that 
will keep him in the desert 
through 2020. 

'This season was among 
the most fun of my career," 
Fitzgerald said in a tweet. 
'The future is so bright for 
this team & I relish the op¬ 
portunity to build with this 
talented young nucleus." 
"Arizona is where I started 
and where I will finish. 2020! 
Let's get to work!" 

Fitzgerald was a key part 
of the Cardinals' offense in 
his 16th NFL season, leading 
the team with 75 catches 
for 804 yards and four 
touchdowns. Fie repeat¬ 
edly said how much he en¬ 
joyed playing with rookie 
quarterback Kyler Murray, 
who was the No. 1 overall 
pick in last year's draft and 
quickly developed into a 
quality starter. He also was 
quick to praise first-year 
coach Kliff Kingsbury. 

Now they'll get a second 
shot to make the play¬ 
offs together. The Cardi¬ 
nals had a 5-10-1 record 
last year, which was last 


in the NFC West. But the 
franchise showed growth 
as the season progressed, 
including a road win over 
playoff-bound Seattle on 
Dec. 22.Fitzgerald's future 
was a little uncertain af¬ 
ter the Cardinals lost to 
the Rams on Dec. 29 in 
the regular-season finale. 
Though his on-field perfor¬ 
mance showed he was still 
a high-quality NFL receiver, 
he often talks about how 
he's got other interests and 
would take a few weeks to 
make his decision. 
Kingsbury said he'd make 
his pitch for Fitzgerald to 
return. Teammates wanted 
him back, too, though no¬ 
body seemed totally cer¬ 
tain what his final decision 
would be. 

Now the speculation is 
over. He'll be 37 before the 
start of next season, but 
there's little sign he's slow¬ 
ing down. 

In 16 seasons with Arizona, 
Fitzgerald is the Cardinals' 
franchise leader in games 
played (250), receptions 


(1,378), receiving yards 
(17,083), receiving touch¬ 
downs (120), total touch¬ 
downs (120) and 100-yard 
games (49). His 1,378 ca¬ 
reer receptions are the 
most by any player in NFL 
history with a single team. 
He ranks second all time 
behind Hall of Famer Jerry 
Rice (1,549). Fitzgerald's 
17,083 career receiving 
yards also rank second in 
NFL history, while his 120 ca¬ 
reer touchdown receptions 
are sixth. 

In the 2019 season finale 
against the Rams, Fitzger¬ 
ald appeared in his 250th 
career game for the Car¬ 
dinals, becoming the first 
wideout and 13th player 
in NFL history to appear in 
at least 250 games with a 
single team. 

An 11-time Pro Bowler, 
Fitzgerald has played all 16 
games in each of the last 
five years (2015-19) and his 
streak of 84 consecutive 
starts is the longest active 
streak among NFL wide 
receivers. □ 
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Crosby posts goal, 3 assists in return. Pens rout Wild 7-3 



In this Nov. 2, 2019, file photo, Pittsburgh Penguins’ Sidney Crosby prepares to take a face-off 
during the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Sidney 
Crosby had a goal and 
three assists in his first game 
back from abdominal sur¬ 
gery and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins rolled past Minne¬ 
sota 7-3 on Tuesday night. 
Crosby needed less than 
eight minutes to pick up his 
first point since before Hal¬ 
loween, assisting on Evgeni 
Malkin’s first goal of the 
night 7:57 in. Crosby added 
his sixth goal of the season 
in the third period when he 
slipped a backhand past 
Devan Dubnyk as the Pen¬ 
guins rolled to their fourth 
straight victory. 

Malkin finished with two 
goals and a pretty no-look 
drop pass to set up Bryan 
Rust's 19th of fhe season. 
Jared McCann scored for 
the fourth time in five games 
for Piffsburgh, Dominik Si¬ 
mon added his fifth, and 
Tristan Jarry stopped 25 
shots to improve to 11-0-1 
in his last 12 starts against 
Western Conference op¬ 
ponents. 

Crosby skated 17:53 after 
missing 28 games follow¬ 
ing abdominal surgery and 
looked just as dangerous as 
ever as the Penguins pulled 
within four points of first- 
place Washington in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Zach Parise scored twice 
and Marcus Foligno add¬ 
ed his ninth for the Wild, 
who spotted the Penguins 
a four-goal lead. Dubnyk 
finished wifh 22 saves, and 
the Wild fell to 1-5-1 in their 
last seven games. 

BLUE JACKETS 3, BRUINS 0 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Elvis Merzlikins recorded his 
second consecutive shut¬ 
out and Columbus beat At¬ 
lantic Division-leading Bos¬ 
ton for its fourth win in five 
games. 

Alexander Wennberg, Kev¬ 
in Sfenlund and Riley Nash 
scored for Columbus. 
Merzlikins won for fhe sixth 
time in his last eight starts 
and turned aside all 34 
shots he faced. His five wins 
since Dec. 31 tie him for the 
NHL lead with Tampa Bay’s 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Boston goaltender Jaroslav 
Halak entered the game 
at 1:12 of fhe first period 
after Tukka Rask was inad¬ 
vertently struck in the head 


by an elbow in the crease. 
Halak stopped 24 shots in 
relief as the Bruins lost their 
second straight and were 
shut out for the first time this 
season. 

SABRES 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 
2 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Jack 
Eichel scored the go- 
ahead goal on an end-to- 
end rush 7:57 into the third 
period in Buffalo’s win over 
slumping Vegas. 

The goal was Eichel's ca- 
reer-high-matching 28th of 
the season and came in a 
game in which he added 
an assist to become Buf¬ 
falo's first player in 27 years 
to reach the 60-point mark 
in 46 or fewer games. Sam 
Reinhart had a goal and 
two assists, and Kyle Okpo- 
so and Curtis Lazar, with an 
empty-netter, also scored. 
Linus Ullmark stopped 23 
shots, and the Sabres im¬ 
proved to 4-2 in their past 
six. 

Reilly Smith and Tomas 
Nosek scored for the Gold¬ 
en Knights, who have lost 
four straight to match their 
longest streak without a 
point in their three-year 
franchise history. 

Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
22 shots. 

ISLANDERS 8, RED WINGS 2 

UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP) — 
Brock Nelson scored twice 
and the Islanders routed 
Detroit. 

New York scored three 
times in the first eight min¬ 


utes. The league-worst Red 
Wings were out of it early, 
and Thomas Greiss made 
34 saves to back the Island¬ 
ers. 

Jordan Eberle, Josh Bailey 
and Nelson chased Detroit 
goalie Jimmy Howard with 
their three early goals. Cal¬ 
vin Pickard relieved and 
stopped 14 of 19 shots. 
Anders Lee, Anthony Beau- 
villier, Noah Dobson and 
Leo Komarov also scored 
for the Islanders. 

Filip Hronek and Givani 
Smith scored for Detroif. 
LIGHTNING 4, KINGS 3, SO 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Nikita 
Kucherov scored late to 
force overtime and Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos delivered the 
game-deciding goal in a 
shootout as Tampa Bay ral¬ 
lied to beat Los Angeles. 
Brayden Point also beat 
Kings goalie Jonathan 
Quick in the shootout, help¬ 
ing the Lightning rebound 
from a 2-1 loss to New Jer¬ 
sey that stopped Tampa 
Bay's franchise record-ty¬ 
ing 10-game winning streak 
on Sunday. 

Stamkos and Alex Killorn 
also scored in regulation 
for the Lightning, who over¬ 
came deficits of 2-0 and 
3-2. Kucherov’s 18th goal of 
the season made it 3-3 with 
1:15 remaining in the third 
period. Quick stopped 35 
of 38 shofs for Los Angeles, 
which took a 3-2 lead when 
Dustin Brown scored on the 
power play at 12:00 of the 


third. 

Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasi¬ 
levskiy, who blanked the 
Arizona Coyotes and Phila¬ 
delphia Flyers in his previous 
two starts, finished with 38 
saves. 

MAPLE LEAFS 7, DEVILS 4 

TORONTO (AP) — Aus- 
ton Matthews had his first 
hat trick since scoring four 
times in his NHL debut and 
Toronto beat New Jersey. 
John Tavares scored as 
part of a three-poinf night 
for the Leafs and Rasmus 
Sandin had two assists in 
his first game since getting 
called up from the minors 
to help reinforce the injury- 
riddled defense corps. Wil¬ 
liam Nylander and Zach 
Hyman each had a goal 
and an assist, and Frederik 
Gauthier had the other 
goal for Toronto (25-16-6), 
which entered winless in 
its previous three games. 
Mitch Marner chipped in 
with two assists. 

Frederik Andersen made 24 
saves for the Leafs. 

Blake Coleman, with his 
first-career hat trick, and 
P.K. Subban scored for 
New Jersey. Will Butcher 
had three assists. Louis 
Domingue allowed five 
goals on 19 shots before 
getting yanked midway 
through the second pe¬ 
riod. Veteran backup Cory 
Schneider finished with 13 
saves. 

BLACKHAWKS 3, SENATORS 
2, OT 


OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — 
Jonathan Toews scored 42 
seconds into overtime and 
assisted on Chicago’s two 
other goals in a win over 
Ottawa. Dominik Kubalik 
added a pair of goals for 
the Blackhawks. Robin Leh- 
ner stopped 20 shots. 
Connor Brown and Chris 
Tierney scored first-period 
goals for the Senators. 
Rookie goaltender Marcus 
Hogberg started in net for 
the third straight game and 
made 27 saves. 

JETS 4, CANUCKS 0 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Kyle Connor scored 
twice, Connor Hellebuyck 
made 41 saves in his fourth 
shutout of the season, and 
Winnipeg snapped a six- 
game home losing streak 
with a win over Vancouver. 
It was the 18th shutout of 
Hellebuyck’s career and 
gave him fhe franchise re¬ 
cord for shutouts, surpass¬ 
ing Ondrej Pavelec. 

Jack Roslovic and Blake 
Wheeler also had a goal 
each and Patrik Laine 
picked up a pair of assists 
for the Jets, who have won 
their past 10 games against 
Vancouver. Jacob Mark- 
strom stopped 21 of the 24 
shots he faced for the Ca¬ 
nucks, who have been shut 
out three times this season. 
STARS 3, AVALANCHE 2 
DENVER (AP) — Esa Lindell 
scored 1:54 into overtime 
after Jason Dickinson tied 
the game late in regulation 
and Dallas put the finishing 
touches on a season series 
sweep of Colorado. 

Lindell found himself all 
alone in the middle of the 
ice and sent a wrist shot 
past Philipp Grubauer as 
the Stars rallied from an 
early two-goal deficit. 
Dickinson tied the game for 
the Stars with 5:23 remain¬ 
ing on a backhand shot. 
Denis Gurianov also scored 
in the fourth and final meet¬ 
ing between the Central Di¬ 
vision adversaries. The Stars 
captured the season series 
4-0. Ben Bishop stopped 41 
shots in a game in which 
the Avalanche hit at least 
three posts. 

Gabriel Landeskog and Ni¬ 
kita Zadorov had goals for 
the Avalanche, with Na¬ 
than MacKinnon assisting 
on both. □ 
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Morant leads Grizzlies past Rockets 121 -110 for 6th straight 



Memphis Grizzlies guard Ja Morant (12) is defended by Houston Rockets guard Ben McLemore 
(16) in the second half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 

Rookie guard Ja Morant 
had 26 points and eight 
assists, Dillon Brooks scored 
24 and the Memphis Griz¬ 
zlies won their sixth straight 
game by defeating the 
Houston Rockets 121-110 
on Tuesday night. 

Jonas Valanciunas added 
19 points and Jaren Jack- 
son Jr. had 15 despite go¬ 
ing 6 of 16 from the floor. 
Morant missed only one of 
his 11 shots as the Grizzlies 
extended their longest win¬ 
ning streak since Decem¬ 
ber 2016. 

James Harden led the 
Rockets with 41 points as 
backcourt mate Russell 
Westbrook took the night 
off in the first game of a 
back-to-back. Eric Gordon 
finished with 23 points, and 
Clint Capela had 16 points 
and 16 rebounds. 

Harden has scored at least 
40 points in five straight 
games against the Grizzlies. 
The teams were tied at 95 
with about eight minutes 
left when the Grizzlies went 
on an 11-1 run fueled by 
3-pointers from Solomon 
Hill, Brooks and Morant. 
CLIPPERS 128, CAVALIERS 
103 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kawhi 
Leonard scored a season- 
high 43 points in three quar¬ 
ters as Los Angeles routed 
Cleveland. 

According to Sportradar, it 
was only the second time 
since 1996 a Clippers play¬ 
er scored at least 40 points 
in the first three quarters. 
Lou Williams had 40 against 


Golden State in a 2018 
game. 

Leonard played 29 min¬ 
utes and was 14 of 22 from 
the floor, including 6 of 10 
on 3-pointers. He was two 
points from tying his regu¬ 
lar-season career high. 
Williams added 24 points for 
the Clippers, who played 
again without injured star 
Paul George. They have 
won five of six and had six 
scorers in double figures. 
Collin Sexton led the Cava¬ 
liers with 25 points and Cedi 
Osman added 21. Rookie 
guard Darius Garland, 
the fifth overall pick in last 
June’s draft, had 14 points 
and a career-high 10 assists 
for his first double-double. 
JAZZ 118, NETS 107 
NEW YORK (AP) — Joe In¬ 


gles matched his career 
high with 27 points, Rudy 
Gobert had 22 points and 
18 rebounds, and Utah 
ran its winning streak to 10 
games by beating Brook¬ 
lyn. Donovan Mitchell re¬ 
turned from a one-game 
absence with an illness to 
score 25 points — 14 in the 
fourth quarter — and Bo- 
jan Bogdanovic had 18 for 
the Jazz, who opened a 
20-point lead and turned 
back every attempt by the 
Nets to make it close. 

Utah has won 15 of 16. 
BUCKS 128, KNICKS 102 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo needed 
only 21 minutes on the court 
to score 37 points and lead 
Milwaukee past New York. 
Antetokounmpo did not 


play in the fourth quar¬ 
ter after the Bucks built a 
32-point lead entering the 
final period on the way to 
sweeping the three-game 
season series with the 
Knicks. 

Khris Middleton added 17 
points and Ersan Ilyasova 
had 14 points and seven 
rebounds for Milwaukee, 
which led by as many as 35 
and improved its record to 
an NBA-best 36-6. 

Julius Randle had 25 points 
and 15 rebounds to pace 
the Knicks (11-30), and 
rookie R.J. Barrett added 22 
points. Bobby Portis had 20 
off the bench. 

MAVERICKS 124, WARRIORS 
97 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Dwight Powell scored 21 


points and was 9 for 9 from 
the field in Dallas’ victory 
over Golden State. Luka 
Doncic added 20 points 
and eight rebounds as the 
Mavericks won their fourth 
straight against the Warriors 
— three in a row on their 
home floor. Jordan Poole 
came off the bench to 
score 17 points for Golden 
State. Fellow reserve Eric 
Paschall added 16, but the 
Warriors lost their eighth 
consecutive game and 
fourth straight at Chase 
Center. Injury-plagued 
Golden State lost another 
player when guard Jacob 
Evans III was taken to a hos¬ 
pital to be evaluated for a 
head injury. He was helped 
off the court with 4:38 left in 
the first half after getting hit 
with an elbow by Powell as 
they fought for a rebound. 
Mavericks star Kristaps 
Porzingis sat out an eighth 
straight game. He has 
been feeling ill and is still 
dealing with soreness in his 
right knee. 

HAWKS 123, SUNS 110 

ATLANTA (AP) — Trae 
Young scored 21 of his 36 
points in the fourth quarter 
and Atlanta pulled away 
late to beat Phoenix. 

It was Young's 20th game 
with at least 30 points this 
season. He got help from 
backcourt partner Kevin 
Huerter, who scored 23 
points and set career highs 
with 15 rebounds and 
eight assists. John Collins 
added 22 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for the Hawks, who 
snapped a four-game los¬ 
ing streakO 



A Congressional Gold Medal is presented to amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS) advocate and former National Football League 
(NFL) player, Steve Gleason, in Statuary Hall on Capitol Hill, 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020, in Washington. Holding the medal is 
his wife Michel Gleason. 

Associated Press 


Ex-NFL player Steve Gleason 
honored by Congress for ALS work 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
mer NFL player Steve Glea¬ 
son has received the Con¬ 
gressional Gold Medal — 
the highest civilan honor 
bestowed by Congress 
— for his work as an advo¬ 
cate for people with amy¬ 
otrophic lateral sclerosis, 
also known as Lou Gehrig's 
disease. "This award rep¬ 
resents the people of the 
United States of America 
and is a sublime honor for 
me," Gleason, who no lon¬ 
ger can speak on his own, 
said through a computer¬ 


generated voice. "It repre¬ 
sents some joy, some en¬ 
couragement and some tri¬ 
umphs for the tens of thou¬ 
sands of families living with 
ALS and others living with 
disabilities or experiencing 
anguish, tragedy or ad¬ 
versity." Gleason thanked 
his family for their support 
since his diagnosis, noting 
to his wife, Michel, "This is 
not the life we imagined 
and it hasn't been easy." 
Gleason also said it's his 
children — son Rivers and 
daughter Gray — who 


"give me purpose." House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
opened the ceremony. 

"We have come to honor a 
true American hero ... who 
has transformed the lives of 
so many people living with 
ALS," Pelosi said. "You bring 
pride to our nation." 

Saints quarterback Drew 
Brees and his son, Baylen; 
Saints owner Gayle Ben¬ 
son: NFL Commissioner 

Roger Goodell; and for¬ 
mer NFL Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue were among 
those in attendance. □ 










Breeders' Cup 


Continued from Page 17 

Four vets recommended 
that he be euthanized. 
Bramlage noted it was 
"unlikely" that the track 
surface influenced Mon¬ 
golian Groom's injury since 
it had recently been re¬ 
moved and re-done and 
there was no significant 
rain at the time. He said the 
question of whether Santa 
Anita's surface predisposes 
horses to an increased in¬ 
cidence of injury long term 
was beyond the scope of 
his report. Bramlage said 
Mongolian Groom had 
small stress fractures in both 
hind cannon bones be¬ 
fore the Classic, but they 
hadn't caused any inflam¬ 
mation in the fetlock joint 
even though they were just 
millimeters away from the 
joint surface. He said once 
the gelding's left hind frac¬ 
ture occurred during the 
race, it resulted in a chain 
of events that created the 
fatal injury. He said the de¬ 
fect in Mongolian Groom's 
left hind cannon bone was 
roughly one-quarter inch in 
size and not easily spotted 
on X-rays. It would have 
taken a combination of 
confirming lameness and 
X-ray proof to diagnose. 

"It is not an easy task at any 
time," Bramlage wrote, "but 
is especially difficult in the 
circumstances of a pre¬ 
race examination." 
Bramlage also found there 
was "no reason to believe 
medication played any 
role in the horse's injury." 
During Breeders' Cup week, 
Bramlage said Mongolian 
Groom was informally on 
a watch list for increased 
observation, but he said 
four other Classic runners 
were on the same list. In all, 
24 Cup horses — including 
Mongolian Groom — were 
on the list for extra scrutiny. 
Of those, eight were dis¬ 
qualified from competition. 
Three different officials 
made multiple obser¬ 
vations that Mongolian 
Groom was "stiff" or "chop¬ 
py" from behind, but was 
symmetrical in both hind 
legs, similar to his previous 
two races. He was one of 
17 horses that had such is¬ 
sues on the pre-race barn 
exams. Sixteen of those 


horses competed without 
incident. 

"It is hard to fault a pro¬ 
cess that had a 99.6% ac¬ 
curacy rate," Bramlage 
said, noting that of the 229 
horses that competed in 
last year's world champi¬ 
onships, Mongolian Groom 
was the only one to be in¬ 
jured. 

But Kathy Guillermo, senior 
vice president of People 
for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals, said Mongolian 
Groom was "raced to his 
death" with two stress frac¬ 
tures. 

"This should never have 
happened," said Guillermo. 
"If the racing industry had 
listened to PETA five years 
ago when we urged a trial 
study of CurveBeam's CT 
imaging equipment, Mon¬ 
golian Groom would likely 
be alive today." 

Guillermo also said PETA 
isn't convinced that medi¬ 
cations played no role in 
Mongolian Groom’s death. 
Bramlage's six recommen¬ 
dations were: 

— Pre-identify horses be¬ 
fore arrival at the event 
with histories of concerns to 
be looked at 

— Focus responsibility for in¬ 
dividual horse exams. Sev¬ 
en regulatory vets looked 
at Mongolian Groom a 
total of 10 times and Bram¬ 
lage concluded that had 
there been fewer people, 
a more focused assess¬ 
ment may have resulted 

— Improve the quality of 
on-track observations lead¬ 
ing up to the event 

— Create space in the barn 
area where regulatory vets 
could observe horses on 
the extra security list jog in 
a circle 

— Make diagnostic imag¬ 
ing part of the pre-race ex¬ 
ams for selected horses 

— Take advantage of all 
available video footage of 
horses before the event 
After the event, the Breed¬ 
ers' Cup board of directors 
hired Bramlage, of Rood 
and Riddle Equine Hospital 
in Kentucky, to conduct an 
evaluation of Mongolian 
Groom's pre-race condi¬ 
tion and injury, as well as all 
pre-race safety and evalu¬ 
ation protocols in place 
for the two-day world 
championships.Q 
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Driver Carlos Sainz, of Spain, and co-driver Lucas Cruz, of Spain, race their Mini during stage 
nine of the Dakar Rally between Wadi Al Dawasir and Haradth, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, Jan. 
14, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Sainz pads Dakar Rally leader 
after rivals make wrong turns 

SHUBAYTAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Dakar Rally leader Carlos Sainz took advantage 
of navigation mistakes by title rivals Nasser Al-Attiyah and Stephane Peterhansel to 
give himself breathing space on Wednesday. 

Sainz started the 10th of 12 stages leading Al-Attiyah by only seconds, but by the 
end of the day he was back in charge by 18 minutes against Al-Attiyah and Mini 
teammate Peterhansel. 

The stage from Haradh down to Shubaytah was supposed to be the rally's longest 
at 534 kilometers, but race organizers cut it short by just under 200 kilometers after 
strong winds picked up and medical resources were stretched. Crashes by driver 
Roman Starikovich (back) and biker Javier Gomez (broken femur) required both 
to be helicoptered to hospital. 

When the rally was stopped, Peterhansel and Al-Attiyah had become lost and 
were just getting back on the right course. 

'The navigation has been really tricky for fhe whole rally," Sainz said. "It was a tricky 
stage with a lot of cuf-up dunes, but not big dunes - small dunes. We had a heavy 
landing in one of them. We damaged the car a little bit, but everything is so far, 
so good. 

"I didn't really think the gap would be so big, but tomorrow is another day and the 
opposite could happen. If I gef losf like what happened to the others today, or for 
me yesterday, you never know how it will finish." 

Al-Attiyah didn't hide his disappointment but remained upbeat. 

"It's still a long day tomorrow," he said. "Carlos will be opening and I'll be starting 
in 17th position. It's very difficult to put the pressure on but we need to do a good 
stage first of all. Nothing is over yet. There is still a long way tomorrow with 80 kilo¬ 
meters of sand dunes. Things will be difficult for everybody." 

Peterhansel opened the way and took a wrong turn just 20 kilometers in. By the 
time he was back on track, Sainz had caught up to him. 

Former Formula One champion Fernando Alonso rolled his car and broke his wind¬ 
screen. Losing more than an hour dropped him from 10th overall to 14th. 

Joan Barreda won the motorbikes stage only a minute ahead of Ricky Brabec. 
Kevin Benavides was third, giving Honda 1-2-3 on the podium. 

By finishing second, Brabec increased his overall lead fo 26 minufes over Pablo 
Quintanilla, 27 minutes over Barreda, and 28 minutes over defending champion 
Toby Price. 

"We have two days left, two more sleeps, so I'm not going to get any hopes up yet, 
but we're going to do our best to finish the next two days," Brabec said. "We're not 
going to let the pressure affect us and let people get into our heads. I wouldn't say 
I'm having good luck, I'm just trying to stay smart and be focused." 

The race finishes on FridayO 













THURSDAY 16 JANUARY 


^TECHNOLOGY 



NSA finds major security flaw in Windows 10, free fix issued 



This Aug. 7, 2017, file shows a Microsoft Widows sign on display at a store in Hialeah, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By MATT O'BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer 

The National Security Agen¬ 
cy has discovered a major 
security flaw in Microsoft's 
Windows 10 operating sys¬ 
tem that could let hackers 
intercept seemingly secure 
communications. 

But rather than exploit the 
flaw for its own intelligence 
needs, the NSA tipped off 
Microsoft so that it can fix 
the system for everyone. 
Microsoft released a free 
software patch to fix the 
flaw Tuesday and credited 
the intelligence agency 
for discovering it. The com¬ 
pany said it has not seen 
any evidence that hackers 
have used the technique. 
Amit Yoran, CEO of secu¬ 
rity firm Tenable, said it is 
"exceptionally rare if not 
unprecedented" for the 
U.S. government to share its 
discovery of such a critical 
vulnerability with a com¬ 
pany. Yoran, who was a 


founding director of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security's computer emer¬ 
gency readiness team, 
urged all organizations to 
prioritize patching their sys¬ 
tems quickly. 

An advisory sent by the NSA 


on Tuesday said "the con¬ 
sequences of not patching 
the vulnerability are severe 
and widespread." 

Microsoft said an attacker 
could exploit the vulner¬ 
ability by spoofing a code¬ 
signing certificate so it 


looked like a file came from 
a trusted source. 

"The user would have no 
way of knowing the file was 
malicious, because the 
digital signature would ap¬ 
pear to be from a trusted 
provider," the company 


said. If successfully ex¬ 
ploited, attackers would 
have been able to con¬ 
duct "man-in-the-middle 
attacks" and decrypt con¬ 
fidential information they 
intercept on user connec¬ 
tions, the company said. 
Some computers will get 
the fix automatically, if 
they have the automatic 
update option turned on. 
Others can get it manu¬ 
ally by going to Windows 
Update in the computer's 
settings. 

Microsoft typically releases 
security and other updates 
once a month and waited 
until Tuesday to disclose 
the flaw and the NSA's in¬ 
volvement. Microsoft and 
the NSA both declined to 
say when the agency pri¬ 
vately notified the compa¬ 
ny. The agency shared the 
vulnerability with Microsoft 
"quickly and responsibly," 
Neal Ziring, technical di¬ 
rector of the NSA's cyber¬ 
security directorate, said in 
a blog post Tuesday. 
Priscilla Moriuchi, who re¬ 
tired from the NSA in 2017 
after running its East Asia 
and Pacific operations, 
said this is a good example 
of the "constructive role" 
that the NSA can play in 
improving global informa¬ 
tion security. Moriuchi, now 
an analyst at the U.S. cy¬ 
bersecurity firm Recorded 
Future, said it's likely a re¬ 
flection of changes made 
in 2017 to how the U.S. 
determines whether to dis¬ 
close a major vulnerability 
or exploit it for intelligence 
purposes. 

The revamping of what's 
known as the "Vulnerability 
Equities Process" put more 
emphasis on disclosing vul¬ 
nerabilities whenever possi¬ 
ble to protect core internet 
systems and the U.S. econ¬ 
omy and general public. 
Those changes happened 
after a mysterious group 
calling itself the "Shadow 
Brokers" released a trove 
of high-level hacking tools 
stolen from the NSA, forc¬ 
ing companies including 
Microsoft to repair their 
systems. The U.S. believes 
that North Korea and Rus¬ 
sia were able to capitalize 
on those stolen hacking 
tools to unleash devastat¬ 
ing global cyberattacks.Q 


Dating apps leak personal data, Norwegian group says 





In this Wednesday, May 29, 2019 file photo, a woman checks 
the Grindr app on her mobile phone in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Dating 
apps including Grindr, 
OkCupid and Tinder leak 
personal information to 
advertising tech compa¬ 
nies in possible violation 
of European data privacy 
laws, a Norwegian con¬ 
sumer group said in a re¬ 
port Tuesday. 

The Norwegian Consumer 
Council said it found “seri¬ 
ous privacy infringements” 
in its analysis of how shad¬ 
owy online ad companies 
track and profile smart¬ 
phone users. 

The council, a govern¬ 
ment-funded nonprofit 
group, commissioned 
cybersecurity company 
Mnemonic to study 10 
Android mobile apps. It 
found that the apps sent 
user data to at least 135 
different third party servic¬ 
es involved in advertising 
or behavioral profiling. 
“The situation is com¬ 
pletely out of control," 
the council said, urging 
European regulators to 
enforce the continent’s 
strict General Data Priva¬ 
cy Regulation, or GDPR. 
It said the majority of the 
apps did not present us¬ 


ers with legally-compliant 
consent mechanisms. 

The council took action 
against some of the com¬ 
panies it examined, filing 
formal complaints with 
Norway’s data protection 
authority against Grindr, 
Twitter-owned mobile 
app advertising platform 
MoPub and four ad tech 
companies. 

Grindr sent data including 
users’ GPS location, age 
and gender to the other 
companies, the council 
said. 

Twitter said it disabled 
Grindr’s MoPub account 


and is investigating the 
issue “to understand the 
sufficiency of Grindr's 
consent mechanism.” 
Period tracker app My- 
Days and virtual makeup 
app Perfect 365 were also 
among the apps sharing 
personal data with ad ser¬ 
vices, the report said. 

IAC, owner of Tinder and 
OkCupid, said the compa¬ 
ny shares information with 
third parties only when it 
is “deemed necessary to 
operate its platform” with 
third party apps. 

The company said it con¬ 
siders the practice in line 


with all European and 
U.S. regulations. The U.S. 
doesn't have federal 
regulation like the GDPR, 
although some states, 
notably California, have 
enacted their own laws. 
Nine civil rights groups, in¬ 
cluding the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Califor¬ 
nia, the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center, Pub¬ 
lic Citizen and U.S. PIRG 
sent a letter to the Fed¬ 
eral Trade Commission, 
Congress and state attor¬ 
neys general of California, 
Texas and Oregon asking 
them to investigate the 
apps named in the report. 
“Congress should use the 
findings of the report as a 
road map for a new law 
that ensures that such fla¬ 
grant violations of privacy 
found in the EU are not 
acceptable in the U.S.,” 
the groups said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The FTC confirmed it re¬ 
ceived the letter but de¬ 
clined to comment fur¬ 
ther. The creators of the 
MyDays, Perfect 365 and 
Grindr apps did not im¬ 
mediately respond to re¬ 
quests for comment.Q 
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U.S. lobster industry hopes new deal renews trade with China 



In this Aug. 24, 2019, file photo, a dealer at Cape Porpoise holds a 3 1/2 pound lobster in Ken- 
nebunkport, Maine. 

Associated Press 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 

Members of the American 
lobster industry are hopeful 
the thawing of trade rela¬ 
tions between the U.S. and 
China will reopen one of 
the biggest markets in the 
world for the seafood. 
China is one of the biggest 
export destinations for lob¬ 
ster, which are trapped in 
the cold waters of the At¬ 
lantic Ocean by American 
and Canadian fishermen 
and are worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars per 
year. But President Donald 
Trump’s trade hostilities with 
China resulted in heavy tar¬ 
iffs on U.S. lobster exports, 
and Canada took firm con¬ 
trol of the business over the 
last 18 months. 

Trump and Chinese of¬ 
ficials announced a new 
trade agreement Wednes¬ 
day that could change all 
that. The proposal includes 
purchase agreements that 
formalize China's commit¬ 
ment to buy more Ameri¬ 
can goods in some sectors, 
said Republican Sen. Su¬ 
san Collins. Lobster is high¬ 
lighted in the agricultural 
purchase agreement, the 
Maine senator added. 

That clears a path for 
American lobster export¬ 


ers to take back access to 
China, a market that had 
been growing for years, 
said Annie Tselikis, execu¬ 
tive director of Maine Lob¬ 
ster Dealers' Association. 
"China presents incredible 
opportunity for the coast¬ 
al Maine economy and 
regaining access to that 
market is essential for our 
long-term growth," Tselikis 
said, adding that Maine is 
the biggest lobster state in 
the U.S. 


American lobster exports to 
China cratered last year, 
dropping to less than $47 
million through November. 
The exports were worth 
more than $138 million in 
2018 through the same 
month. The collapse of the 
export market followed 
years of heavy growth 
spurred in part by the ex¬ 
panding Chinese middle 
class. 

It remains to be seen just 
how much of the Chinese 


market American exporters 
can get back, said Stepha¬ 
nie Nadeau, owner of The 
Lobster Co., an Arundel, 
Maine, exporter. She said 
she has lost half her work¬ 
force due to the trade fight. 
"We can battle for some 
of the business back, but 
some of the business will 
be permanently gone," 
Nadeau said. "You don't 
leave somebody as a sup¬ 
plier for 18 months and 
have them not find some¬ 


one else." The U.S. lobster 
industry benefited from 
the growth of the Chinese 
market prior to the trade 
hostilities because fisher¬ 
men are in the midst of a 
multi-year boom in lobster 
hauls. China emerged as a 
new trade partner in a time 
when lobstermen were 
catching more of the crus¬ 
taceans than ever, and 
that served to help buoy 
prices for the seafood. Win¬ 
ter is an especially busy 
time of year for lobster ex¬ 
ports to China because the 
seafood delicacy is espe¬ 
cially popular on the Chi¬ 
nese New Year, which falls 
on Jan. 25 this year. 

U.S. Trade Representa¬ 
tive Robert Lighthizer said 
the new agreement "will 
provide lobstermen and 
womrn a more level play¬ 
ing field" and more stable 
access to China. 

But Mary Lovely, a senior 
fellow at the Peterson Insti¬ 
tute for International Eco¬ 
nomics, said it remains to 
be seen just how much the 
new pact will benefit U.S. 
seafood. 

"One thing we can say is 
right now it's a serious de- 
escalation and it's possible 
we'll see some relief in sea¬ 
food," Lovely said. "And 
that's a good thing.'Q 


Slight gains send Dow Jones Industrial Average above 29,000 



In this Jan. 10,2020, file photo trader Andrew Silverman works on 
the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average closed above 
29,000 points for the first 
time and the S&P 500 index 
hit its second record high in 
three days Wednesday. 

The milestones came on a 
day when the market trad¬ 
ed in a narrow range as in¬ 
vestors weighed the latest 
batch of corporate earn¬ 
ings reports and the widely 
anticipated signing of an 
initial trade deal between 
the U.S. and China. 
President Donald Trump 
and China's chief nego¬ 
tiator, Liu He, signed the 
"Phase 1" deal before a 
group of corporate ex¬ 
ecutives and reporters at 
the White House. The pact 
eases some sanctions on 
China. In return, Beijing has 
agreed to step up its pur¬ 


chases of U.S. farm prod¬ 
ucts and other goods. 

'This was telegraphed well 
enough that the market is 
kind of looking through it 
and toward the next phase 
and what that means," said 
Keith Buchanan, portfolio 


manager at Globalt Invest¬ 
ments. 

Health care stocks ac¬ 
counted for much of the 
market's gains. Utilities and 
makers of household goods 
also rose. Those gains out¬ 
weighed losses in financial 


stocks, companies that points, or 0.2%, to 3,289.29. 
rely on consumer spending The index also climbed 
and the energy sector. to an all-time high on 
The S&P 500 index rose 6.14 Monday.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Classifieds 


SALE DIVI GOLF WK 35 

RM 4201,25 wks left $1695 
also wk 50 Golf 12/19 $2750 
also Divi Dutch wk 35 RM 128 
$1695 

508 651 0016 

local 565 9394 till 1/18 

E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_212289 


TODAY 
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Caribbean Speed Primers N + V, 
Aruba Bank N.V. Act. #332668 
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Linda Reijnders 
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West st raa 122 
T: 582-7800 

E: news@arubatod.ay.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
Q @arubatoday 


Sun Caribbean Realty 
Your Real Estate Broker 

www.suncaribbeanrealty.com 
info@suncarribbeanrealty.com 
call/whatsapp (+297)593-8082 

_212280 


FOR SALE 
Barcelo 

All inclusive studio deluxe unit 
available. Prime week in Aruba 
sleeps 2. Cost for ownership 
$12,000. Inclusive food and 
liquor package extra. 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_212279 


FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available:1317 
week 1,2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_212279 



FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available:1511 
week 2, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_212279 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 ($16k); 

Weeks 5&6/1315 ($18k/Wk.); 
5&6/1521 ($20k/Wk.); 

Week 7/1308; 7&8/1408 
($18k/Wk.); 

Week 8/1113; 8/1409 
($17k/Wk.); 

Weeks 9-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 


SALE DIVI PHOENIX 

WK 34 RM 107, 8/25 
$2850 and Divi Dutch Village 
wk 17 RM 3205 $1650 also 
Royal Holidays World Wide 
Vacation Club contract 295 
508 651 0016 
local 565 9394 till 1/18 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 


LIKE US ON 

facebook 

Facebook.com/anjbatodayy 




HEALTH 


Halley Time Travel 1 

For Rent 

Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 

Marriott Ocean club 

1 BR WK 3 $8,5 K 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 

Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 

Price : $3 K each 

1 BR WK 8/9 $9,5 K each 

Date : 03/22/20 to 03/29/20 (3) 

Eagle 9 with 27/19 weeks 

03/20/20 to 03/27/20 (2) 
02/21/20 to 02/28/20(4) 

remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR WK 3 $ 22 K 

2 BR Platinum Ocean Side 

1 BR wk #4 Birdie 2 on 2sd floor 

Date : 03/6/20 to 03/13/20 

19 weeks remain $8.5K 

Price $ 4 K 

Eagle 8 with 25 weeks remain 
Studio WK 6 $7,5 K 

For Rent 

Divi Links Golf 

Building F 22 weeks remain 

2 BR sleep 8 Price : 2 K 

Divi Links Golf 

Date:01/18/20 to 01/25/20 

Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 

Studio sleep 4 Price ; $1,5 K 

building 4 with 28 weeks remain 

02/15/20 to 02/22/20 

Studio Wk 5,7 and 8 $ 8 K 
each 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

Birdie 4 with 28/27/29 weeks 

1 BR sleep 4 Price :$ 2 K 

01/18/20 to 01/25/20 

remain 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Divi Village 

Platinum 

1 BR WK 1 $8,5 K 

1 BR Ocean View $9 K 

Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

Building D & F 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 

25 weeks on each 

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 

Ground floor Building C 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

33 weeks remain 

2 BR Ocean View $ 15,5 K 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 BR Ocean Side $16,5 K 

1 BR WK 1 & 2 $20 K both 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 

2 sd floor pool/ocean view 

3 Br Ocean View $ 28 K 

Renaissance Suites 

Platinum Plus $45 K 

1 BR WK 10/11 $8,5 K each 

2 BR WK 7 Ocean View 

5th floor garden view 

Barcelo All inclusive 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK2 $17 K 

1 BR WK 8 $15 K 

Building 8 Ground floor 

Eagle Resorts 

32 weeks remain 

1 BRWK5,6,7,8 $7,5 K each 

1 BR WK 8 $16 K 

Ground floor Saturday check in 

building 6 on the 4th floor 

1 BR WK 7 $7,5 K 

27 weeks remain 

1 BR WK 8 $7,5 K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Caribbean Palm Village 

1 BR PH WK 8/9 $22 K both 

1 BR WK 2 $6 K 

14 th floor 32/22 weeks remain 

1 BR/2 BR WK 3 $7 K 

1 BR WK 11 

1 BR WK 3/4 $6 K each 

on the 7 th floor 

33 weeks remain $15 K 

2 BR WK 5/6 $7 K each 

House in Ponton 

Divi Links Golf 

10 min from town and beach 

1 BR WK 1/2/3 $30 K 

4 BR 3 Bath Pool $370 K 

Birdie 2 on the 3rd floor 

Tierra Del Sol 

25 weeks remain each 

3 BR 2 Bath $520 K 

All 3 weeks together $30 K 

Le Vent Condo 

Divi Links Golf 

Studio wk 2 $7,5 K 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Call: 630 1307 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

facebookpage:resales&realty 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



January 16 

Carnival Horizon 
Marella Explorer 2 
MS Sirena 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Fever chart: Earth had its hottest decade on record in 2010s 



In this May 14, 2016, file photo, boys on their way to play cricket walk through a dried patch of 
Chandola Lake in Ahmadabad, India. 

Associated Press 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

decade that just ended 
was by far the hottest 
ever measured on Earth, 
capped off by the second- 
warmest year on record, 
two U.S. agencies reported 
Wednesday. And scientists 
said they see no end to the 
way man-made climate 
change keeps shattering 
records. 

"If you think you've heard 
this story before, you 
haven't seen anything 
yet," Gavin Schmidt, direc¬ 
tor of NASA's Goddard In¬ 
stitute for Space Studies, 
said at the close of a de¬ 
cade plagued by raging 
wildfires, melting ice and 
extreme weather that re¬ 
searchers have repeatedly 
tied to human activity. 
Schmidt said Earth as a 
whole is probably the hot¬ 
test it has been during 
the Holocene — the past 
11,500 years or so — mean¬ 
ing this could be the warm¬ 
est period since the dawn 
of civilization. 

But scientists' estimates of 
ancient global tempera¬ 
tures, based on tree rings, 
ice cores and other tell¬ 
tale signs, are not precise 
enough to say that with 
certainty. 

The 2010s averaged 58.4 
degrees Fahrenheit (14.7 
degrees Celsius) world¬ 
wide, or 1.4 degrees (0.8 C) 
higher than the 20th centu¬ 
ry average and more than 
one-third of a degree (one- 
fifth of a degree C) warmer 
than the previous decade, 
which had been the hot¬ 
test on record, according 
to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis¬ 
tration. 

The decade had eight of 
the 10 hottest years on re¬ 
cord. The only other years 
in the top 10 were 2005 
and 1998. 


NASA and NOAA also cal¬ 
culated that 2019 was the 
second-hottest year in the 
140 years of record-keep¬ 
ing. 

Five other global teams 
of monitoring scientists 
agreed, based on tem¬ 
perature readings taken 
on Earth's surface, while 
various satellite-based 
measurements said it was 
anywhere from the hottest 
year on record to the third- 
hottest. 

Several scientists said the 
coming years will be even 
hotter, knocking these 
years out of the record 
books. 

"This is going to be part of 
what we see every year un¬ 
til we stabilize greenhouse 
gases" from the burning of 
coal, oil and gas, Schmidt 
said. 

"It's sobering to think that 
we might be breaking 
global temperature re¬ 
cords in quick succession," 
said Georgia Tech climate 
scientist Kim Cobb. 

"2020 is off to a horrifying 


climate start, and I fear 
what the rest of the year 
will bring to our doorsteps." 
NASA's Schmidt said that 
overall. Earth is now about 
1.2 degrees C (nearly 2.2 
F) hotter since the begin¬ 
ning of the industrial age, 
a number that is important 
because in 2015 global 
leaders adopted a goal of 
preventing 1.5 C (2.7 F) of 
warming since the rise of 
big industry in the mid- to 
late 1800s. 

He said that shows the glob¬ 
al goal can't be achieved. 
(NOAA and the World Me¬ 
teorological Organization 
put the warming since the 
dawn of industry slightly 
lower.) 

"We have strong human- 
induced global warming," 
said Friederike Otto, a cli¬ 
mate scientist at the Univer¬ 
sity of Oxford. "What we ob¬ 
serve here is exactly what 
our physical understanding 
tells us to expect and there 
is no other explanation." 
Other explanations that 
rely on natural causes — 
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extra heat from the sun, 
more reflection of sunlight 
because of volcanic par¬ 
ticles in atmosphere, and 
just random climate varia¬ 
tions — "are all much too 
small to explain the long¬ 
term trend," Princeton Uni¬ 
versity climate scientist Mi¬ 
chael Oppenheimer said. 
Scientists said the the de¬ 
cade-long data is more 
telling than the year-to- 
year measurements, where 
natural variations such as 
El Nino, the periodic warm¬ 
ing of the Pacific Ocean, 
come into play. 
"Human-caused climate 
change is responsible for 
the long-term warming — 
it's responsible for why the 
2010s were warmer than 
2000s, which were warmer 
than the 1990s, etc.," Texas 
A&M University climate sci¬ 
entist Andrew Dessler said 
in an email. 

"But humans are not re¬ 
sponsible for why 2016 was 
warmer than 2015 or why 
2019 was warmer than 
2018." 

NOAA said the average 
global temperature in 2019 
was 58.7 degrees (14.85 C), 
or just a few hundredths 
of a degree behind 2016, 
when the world got extra 
heat from El Nino. 

That’s 1.71 degrees (0.95 C) 
higher than the 20th cen¬ 
tury average and 2.08 de¬ 
grees (1.16 C) warmer than 
the late 19th century. 


Parts of Europe, Asia, Aus¬ 
tralia, Africa and South 
America had record-high 
temperatures in 2019, as 
did Alaska, New Zealand 
and New Mexico, NOAA 
said. 

Alaska was 6.2 degrees 
warmer than average, at 
32.2 F. 

It was the first time in re¬ 
corded history that Alaska's 
average annual tempera¬ 
ture was above freezing. 
The United States, which 
had only its 34th-warmest 
year, was nevertheless hit 
by 14 weather disasters 
that caused $1 billion or 
more in damage last year, 
according to NOAA. 
Globally the past five years 
stand out as the hottest five 
on record, nearly 1.7 de¬ 
grees (0.9 C) warmer than 
the 20th century average. 
The last year Earth was 
cooler than the 20th cen¬ 
tury average was 1976, be¬ 
fore Democratic presiden¬ 
tial candidate Pete Butti- 
gieg, French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron and Don¬ 
ald Trump Jr. were born. 

If you want to know what 
this means for people 
and the world, just look at 
wildfire-stricken Australia, 
Schmidt and others said. 
Global warming is already 
being seen in heat waves, 
ice sheet melt, more wild¬ 
fires, stronger storms, flood- 
inducing downpours and 
accelerating sea level rise, 
said Hans-Otto Portner, 
who heads the U.N. Inter¬ 
governmental Panel on 
Climate Change team that 
looks at the impact of cli¬ 
mate change. 

Sea ice both in the Arctic 
and Antarctic reached 
their second-lowest levels 
in 40 years of monitoring, 
NOAA reported. 

Dr. Renee Salas, a Boston 
emergency room physi¬ 
cian and Harvard profes¬ 
sor who studies climate 
change's effects on health, 
said "these temperatures 
are not just statistics but 
have names and stories," 
mentioning a construction 
worker and an elderly man 
with no air conditioning 
who were her patients this 
summer. 

'The planet has a fever," 
Salas said, "and that's its 
symptom.'O 
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New book of Zora Neale Hurston stories is out this week 



This image released by Amistad shows the cover of "Hitting a 
Straight Lick with a Corrked Stick," by Zora Neale Hurston. 

Associated Press 


By HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Sixty 
years after her death, the 
story of Zora Neale Hurston 
is still not fully told. 

The fiction writer-anthropol¬ 
ogist-folklorist died in a seg¬ 
regated Florida hospital in 
January 1960, so forgotten 
and impoverished that her 
work was out of print and 
her grave left unmarked. 
Starting in the 1970s, when 
Alice Walker helped re¬ 
vive interest in Hurston, the 
writer's standing has grown 
through a steady reissue of 
such classics as the novel 
"Their Eyes Were Watch¬ 
ing God" and the posthu¬ 
mous releases of stories, 
letters and other writings. 
The Library of America, the 
country’s unofficial shaper 
of the canon, has issued a 
volume of her work. 

New projects continue 
and interest in her remains 
strong as ever. In 2018, 
Amistad published "Barra- 
coon," a long-lost nonfic¬ 
tion work about a survivor 
of the Middle Passage that 
became a bestseller and 
sold more than 250,000 
copies. 

This week, Amistad has re¬ 
leased "Hitting a Straight 
Lick With a Crooked Stick," 
a highly anticipated col¬ 
lection of early stories that 
includes material rarely 
seen since published nearly 
a century ago. 

"We can all agree that the 
end of Hurston's life was dif¬ 
ficult," the novelist Tayari 
Jones writes in the fore¬ 
word. "We can all agree 
that she deserved her lau¬ 


rels while she still walked 
among us. Yet Zora, be¬ 
ing Zora, did not let mere 
death end her life." 

The 21 stories in "Hitting a 
Straight Lick" were com¬ 
piled by Genevieve West, 
who chairs the English de¬ 
partment at Texas Woman's 
University. West combines 
better known pieces such 
as the tragic "John Redding 
Goes to Sea," Hurston's first 
published fiction, with more 
obscure work. Hurston is 
identified with rural Florida, 
the setting for "Their Eyes 
Were Watching God." But 
the current collection high¬ 
lights a less explored side 
— her stories in the North, 
drawing upon her years in 
New York. 

Hurston was born in Nota- 
sulga, Alabama, in 1891 
and moved with her fam¬ 
ily to Florida at age 3. She 
later worked as a maid, 
waitress and other jobs 
before enrolling at How¬ 
ard University in 1920. Five 
years later, Hurston moved 
to Manhattan in 1925 and 
lived off and on there until 
the late 1930s. She would 
come to be identified with 
the Harlem Renaissance, 
but she was ever an icono¬ 
clast who stood apart from 
her peers and the so-called 
"New Negro" movement of 
the time. 

"The New Negro movement 
was about putting the best 
foot forward and that was't 
Hurston's agenda," West 
says. 

The story "The Back Room," 
which West found in the 
archives of the black news¬ 
paper The Pittsburgh Cou¬ 


rier, stands out as the rare 
fictional commentary by 
Hurston on the movement 
and upper class Harlem 
society. Its main character, 
Lilya Barkman, is wealthy 
enough to have commis¬ 
sioned an oil painting of 
herself. The Harlem in "The 
Back Room" is a site for "fine 
gowns and tuxedos, mar¬ 
cel waves and glitter." 

"And Lilya Barkman shown 
and glittered with the rest," 
Hurston writes. 

Other Harlem stories tell 
of unfaithful husbands, 
wives abused but unbro¬ 
ken, couples held together 
or torn apart by money, 
families torn between old 
and new ways. The migra¬ 
tion from South to North 
is a puzzle for some char¬ 
acters, like the wife in "The 
Country in the Woman" 
who sees her husband suc¬ 
cumb to New York morals, 
or the young woman from 
Eatonville in "Muttsy" who 
takes in the Harlem scene 
and observes that the "la¬ 
dies" back home "didn't put 
powder and paint on the 
face." Lilya Barkman her¬ 
self "fled the boredom" of 
small-town South Carolina, 
only to have her heart bro¬ 
ken in Harlem. 

West says that Hurston 
was alert to the "dangers" 
of migration and that for 
her "the bloom was off the 
rose" by the time she left in 
the 1930s. 

"New York had sunk into the 
Great Depression," West 
says. "She had no illusions it 
was the promoted land." 
The latest posthumous Hur¬ 
ston book will not likely be 


the last. West says that her 
essays have yet have to be 
compiled and other stories 
may still be discovered, 
if only because Hurston's 
work often ran in publica¬ 
tions that have long ended 
and have yet to be fully in¬ 
dexed. 

Cheryl A. Wall, a professor 
of English at Rutgers Univer¬ 
sity who edited the Hurston 
Library of America edition, 
says that the author's writ¬ 


ings essentially had to be 
organized from scratch. 
At the time of her death, 
her papers were scat¬ 
tered around the country. 
Some materials were only 
preserved when a pass¬ 
erby saw they were being 
burned in the trash and re¬ 
moved them in time. 

"The pages of her last man¬ 
uscript, 'Herod, the Great' 
are singed along the edg¬ 
es," Wall said. □ 


Stephen King criticized for comments on diversity 


NEW YORK (AP) — Stephen 
King says he cares only 
about “quality,” not “di¬ 
versity" when deciding on 
awards. Some are asking 
why he thinks the two must 
be different. 

“I would never consider 
diversity in matters of art. 
Only quality,” King tweeted 
this week. “It seems to me 
that to do otherwise would 
be wrong.” 

The best-selling author’s 
comments came shortly 
after the announcement of 
this year's nominees for the 



This May 22, 2018 file photo shows Stephen King at the 2018 PEN 
Literary Gala in New York. 

Associated Press 


Academy Awards, widely 
criticized for only choosing 
male directors and for an 
almost entirely white group 
of acting finalists. King 
wrote that he had been 
allowed to nominate peo¬ 
ple for best picture, best 
screenplay and best origi¬ 
nal screenplay, and that 
for him “the diversity issue 
— as it applies to individual 
actors and directors, any¬ 
way — did not come up." 

A spokeswoman from Scrib¬ 
ner, King's publisher, said 
Wednesday that for now 


no further comment from 
him was expected. 
Admirers of King, an out¬ 
spoken liberal, were dis¬ 
heartened by his com¬ 
ments. Author Roxane Gay 
tweeted that “as a fan, this 
is painful to read.” 

“It implies that diversity and 
quality cannot be synony¬ 
mous,” Gay wrote. “They 
are not separate things. 
Quality is everywhere but 
most industries only believe 
in quality from one demo¬ 
graphic. And now, here 
you are. "□ 
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‘Bad Boys for Life’ is kinda bad. Whatcha gonna do? 


By MARK KENNEDY 

The third edition of the “Bad 
Boys" franchise starts as it 
must do: With a gleaming 
Porsche swerving at impos¬ 
sible speeds through Miami 
traffic under the expert 
control of Will Smith, with 
Martin Lawrence growing 
very sick beside him. 

The engine snarls, the car 
repeatedly fishtails and 
strains. Smith looks over to 
his partner with alarm and 
points out that the interior 


of the sports car is hand- 
stitched leather. Law¬ 
rence's cheeks bulge; he's 
about to hurl: “You better 
drink it,” the driver barks. 

All is good. We’ve again 
got Smith’s cocksure De¬ 
tective Mike Lowrey beside 
Lawrence’s more cautious 
Marcus Burnett. There’s the 
customary playful banter 
between opposites. We've 
got sunny, titillating Miami 
and we are inches from 
death but really never that 
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This image released by Sony Pictures shows Martin Lawrence, right, and Will Smith in a scene from 
"Bad Boys for Life." 

Associated Press 


close. We're in our '90s 
comfort zone. You can al¬ 
most hear it: “Bad boys, 
bad boys/Whatcha gonna 
do, whatcha gonna do/ 
When they come for you?” 
So it's so disappointing that 
" Bad Boys for Life " soon 
swerves into weird neigh¬ 
borhoods and gets bloat¬ 
ed as it tries to get deep, 
trying to explore topics like 
religion, mortality, biologi¬ 
cal determinism, individual 
legacy and aging. It’s odd¬ 
ly flat and unfunny and has 
strayed so far from its gritty 
roots that it might be called 
“Bad Boys for Life Insur¬ 
ance.” Sure, you can’t stay 
still. Smith and Lawrence 
are both past 50 and their 
characters can’t keep to 
the same formula of “mus¬ 
cle shirts and body counts,” 
as Burnett argues. But do 
we really want Burnett to 
straight-faced tell a Bud¬ 
dhist parable about a horse 
and then ask Lowrey about 
how he can overcome his 
own trauma: “Where are 
you going, Mike?" 

The first film in the franchise 
hit theaters 25 years ago, 
giving us foreign baddies 
with beepers. Tea Leoni 
in little skirts, many, many 
bricks of heroin and an ex¬ 
ploding airplane hanger. 
Eightyears later came “Bad 
Boys II,” a slicker flick with 
slow-mo sideways shooting, 
a feisty Gabrielle Union in a 
white suit, the annihilation 
of many cars and many, 
many ecstasy pills. “Bad 
Boys for Life" doesn't have 
drugs — if you don't count 
Viagra jokes — but instead 
has a murder plot to assas¬ 
sinate everyone connect¬ 
ed with an old drug case 


Lowrey worked on before 
he teamed up with Burnett. 
Someone is out for revenge 
and they are exposing skel¬ 
etons in Lowrey’s closet, 
uncovering a backstory 
inconsistent to the Lowrey 
we have come to know. 
We add cliches — a team 
of smart, young, sassy cops 

— on top of some twists 
worthy of Shakespeare. 

Adil El Arbi and Bilall Fal- 
lah have taken over from 
Michael Bay in the direc¬ 
tor’s chair but the look of 
the film essentially mimics 
its predecessors, with satu¬ 
rated colors, quick cuts, 
muscular stunts and lots of 
pretty women. An under¬ 
stated Vanessa Hudgens 
plays a cool cop and Kate 
Del Castillo is on the oppo¬ 
site side in more than one 
sense, playing an abso¬ 
lutely unhinged cartel boss 
wife who uses witchcraft. 
Joe Pantoliano returns as 
the Pepto-swigging detec¬ 
tives’ boss and DJ Khaled 
has a small role as well as 
putting together the lively 
soundtrack. 

There are sly references 
to the previous films — a 
private conversation be¬ 
tween the detectives is 
accidentally broadcast 
as in the second film and 
rats make an encore per¬ 
formance in the new one 

— but the filmmakers have 
forgotten that what makes 
this franchise work: The 
interaction of Smith and 
Lawrence in stressed envi¬ 
ronments. So often in the 
new film they are sepa¬ 
rate, dealing with their own 
stuff. “Bad Boys” only works 
when the bickering cops 
are center stage. 


Age has taken its toll: Bur¬ 
nett is a grandfather now 
who needs glasses and is 
eyeing retirement, while 
Lowrey is unsettled, still a 
playboy but a wistful one 
who colors his goatee 
black with hair dye. (Yes, 
there are colonoscopy 
jokes in this film.) Lowrey is 
having second thoughts 
about one flame who got 
away: Paola Nunez, who 
plays a fellow cop. A crisis 
forces Burnett to make a 
vow to God. Hell is a topic 
discussed — “darkness that 
swallows you whole.” We 
are a long way from the 
time Burnett was shot in the 
keister by his partner. 

The convoluted plot keeps 
finding false endings that 
just lead to bigger outland¬ 
ish stunts — many, many 
helicopters and motor¬ 
cycles — until it ends in a 
rundown palace in Mexico 
City with a fiery conclusion 
that goes to cartoonish, 
very Bay-ish lengths. Smith 
and Lawrence are far from 
home, on foot and facing 
a military-style ambush. It is 
a franchise that has lost its 
way. 

A potential sequel is hinted 
at during the end credits 
but it’s hard to believe a 
fourth episode could save 
the “Bad Boy” legacy. Still, 
as long as Smith and Law¬ 
rence are willing to pair up 
again, “whatcha gonna 
do when they come for 
you?” 

“Bad Boys for Life," a Co¬ 
lumbia Pictures release, is 
rated R for strong, bloody vi¬ 
olence, language through¬ 
out, sexual references and 
brief drug use. Running 
time: 124 minutes. □ 
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Reporters claim new rules will hinder impeachment coverage 



The entrance to the Senate cloakroom at the Capitol is seen in Washington, early Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, 2020, as the House is set to vote to send the articles of impeachment against President 
Donald Trump to the Senate for a landmark trial on whether the charges of abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress are grounds for his removal. 

Associated Press 


by ASHRAF KHALIL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's im¬ 
peachment trial in the Sen¬ 
ate promises to be one of 
the most heavily scrutinized 
events in American politi¬ 
cal history. But the journal¬ 
ists covering the trial are 
warning that restrictions on 
media access will cripple 
their ability to do their job. 
"The proposed restrictions 
exceed those put in place 
during the State of the 
Union, Inauguration Day 
or even during the Clinton 
impeachment trial 20 years 
ago," Sarah Wire, a Los An¬ 
geles Times reporter who 
heads the Standing Com¬ 
mittee of Correspondents, 
wrote Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky„ and Senate Minority 
leader Chuck Schumer, D- 
N.Y. 

A preliminary security plan 
would greatly limit the 
movement of credentialed 
media members. Journal¬ 
ists would be restricted to a 
designated area and could 
only speak to senators who 
approached them. Under 
normal conditions, creden¬ 
tialed journalists can infor¬ 
mally approach lawmakers 
in the hallways or on the 
way to the elevator or the 
Senate subway. 

"That's the bread and but¬ 
ter of what we do here. 
That's where you get that 
extra nugget of informa¬ 


tion," Wire said in an inter¬ 
view with The Associated 
Press. 

Members of the press corps 
are also asking for a waiver 
of the traditional ban on 
laptops and cellphones, 
which would enable them 
to file breaking news up¬ 
dates from gallery seats 
inside the Senate cham¬ 
ber, but that request has 
apparently been rejected. 
The security plan would 
also place a magnetom¬ 
eter at the door of the gal¬ 
lery seats to scan journalists 
as they enter and prevent 


them from bringing in elec¬ 
tronics. 

Between the magnetome¬ 
ter and the constant need 
for journalists to leave and 
reenter the chamber in or¬ 
der to file stories. Wire wrote 
on Twitter that "the Senate 
trial will have a soundtrack 
of "beep, beep, beep" as 
90+ reporters walk in and 
out all day." 

Members of the press corps 
met last week with repre¬ 
sentatives from the office 
of the Senate Sergeant 
at Arms, seeking clarifica¬ 
tion on how the proposed 


restrictions would actually 
enhance security. Wire said 
the meeting ended incon¬ 
clusively and that the jour¬ 
nalists' requests have been 
largely ignored. 

"Right now we're just get¬ 
ting silence," she said. 

Sen. Roy Blunt, the chair¬ 
man of the Senate Rules 
Committee, said the 
changes are necessary to 
keep the emotional and 
intense impeachment pro¬ 
ceedings running smoothly. 
Blunt, R-Mo., told report¬ 
ers on Tuesday that keep¬ 
ing senators from being 


mobbed in the hallways 
was "a legitimate concern" 
and that legislators need to 
be able to handle their his¬ 
toric duties "without having 
to fight their way onto an 
elevator." But the plan has 
also drawn criticism from 
senators from both parties. 
"I'm a staunch believer in 
the first amendment and 
I think this is wrong," said 
Democratic Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar of Minnesota, 
a member of the Senate 
Rules committee, in an in¬ 
terview with CBS News after 
participating in Tuesday's 
presidential debate. "I 
don't know why, at this very 
important moment where 
you would want to allow 
the people to see it, they're 
deciding to pull back ac¬ 
cess. I have my own theo¬ 
ries, of course, and they're 
not good ones." 

Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., 
called the restrictions "a 
huge mistake" and said 
they seemed designed to 
shield senators from having 
to deal with crowds of jour¬ 
nalists in the hallways. 
"There is an effort to limit the 
press," Kennedy told The 
Associated Press. "Sena¬ 
tors are grown women and 
grown men. If they don't 
want to make a comment 
they know how to say, 'No 
comment.'" 

Efforts to contact the Capi¬ 
tol Police and the Senate 
Sergeant at Arms for com¬ 
ment were unsuccessful. a 


Review: Marcus King stirs soul, 
rock, country on ‘El Dorado’ 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

Marcus King's solo debut 
is an enticing mix of deep 
soul, rock and country in 
the best Southern tradi¬ 
tions. 

King, though just 23 years 
old, has been a profes¬ 
sional musician for over a 
decade and already has 
three albums with the Mar¬ 
cus King Band. 

Produced and co-written 
by Dan Auerbach of The 
Black Keys, "El Dorado" is a 
smoothly-paced release, 
with acoustic-based and 
mid-tempo soul tunes amid 
a few fuzzy rockers with 


cutting guitars and rum¬ 
bling bass. 

You could say King has 
been "Auerbached," with 
the producer’s distinct ap¬ 
proach — shaped by re¬ 
cording in his own Easy Eye 
Sound Studio in Nashville 
and relying on the timeless 
talent of legends like drum¬ 
mer Gene Chrisman, bass¬ 
ist David Roe and Bobby 
Wood's Wurlitzer — putting 
a definitely noticeable but 
elegantly unintrusive frame 
around King's own skills. 
Auerbach won a Grammy 
way back in 2013 for his 
production work, and his 
quality control hasn't let up 


since. This project follows, 
in a similar vein, some of his 
recent efforts on outstand¬ 
ing albums by Yola, The 
Pretenders, Robert Finley 
and Kendell Marvel. 

King is known for his volca¬ 
nic vocals and his amazing 
six-string dexterity. But "El 
Dorado" finds King, a South 
Carolina native now based 
in Nashville, mostly dialing 
down the overall volume 
without sacrificing inten¬ 
sity or feeling. By putting his 
songwriting and more nu- 
anced singing at the fore, 
King expands his guitar 
hero profile with excellent 
resultsO 



This cover image released by Fantasy Records shows “El Dorado” 
by Marcus King. 

Associated Press 
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Why U.S. classrooms are starting to resemble arcades 



In this Sept. 20, 2018 photo, fifth grade teacher Heather Dalton, center, works with students Julian 
Ryno, left, and Ma'Kenley Burns, doing math problems on the DreamBox system at Charles Bar- 
num Elementary School in Groton, Conn. 


By MICHAEL MELIA 
Associated Press 
WALLINGFORD, Conn. 
(AP) — It’s 1 o'clock on a 
Wednesday afternoon in 
Wallingford, Connecticut, 
and about 20 children are 
watching a screen at the 
front of the room as they 
take turns navigating chal¬ 
lenges and collecting virtu¬ 
al currency to unlock pow¬ 
ers, outfits and pets for their 
characters. 

The game they're playing 
has some similarities to the 
online battle game "Fort- 
nite." But the kids aren't 
fighting one another — 
they're racking up points 
for participation and good 
behavior in their class¬ 
room at Dag Hammarsk- 
jold Middle School, where 
their teacher is presenting 
a home economics lesson 
with help from Classcraft, 
a fantasy-themed educa¬ 
tional program. 

"It's actually a lot of fun," 
said 13-year-old Caiden 
McManus. "The pets — 
that's my favorite thing to 
do. To train the pets, you 
gain as many gold pieces 
as possible so you can get 
the new outfits and stuff." 
Peek inside your average 
classroom these days, and 
you're likely to see teachers 
using apps, websites and 
software that borrow ele¬ 
ments from video games to 
connect with students living 
technology-infused lives. By 
all accounts, they're fun 
to use, and studies have 
found that some can be 
effective. But there is also 
skepticism about how of¬ 
ten students who use them 
are better educated, or just 
better entertained. 

Dag Hammarskjold con¬ 
sumer sciences teacher 
Gianna Gurga said she 
had been looking for a 
way to get more out of her 
students. Students have 
been more motivated and 
performed better in her 
classes since she began 
using Classcraft in spring 
2017, she said, and she has 
signed up a handful of oth¬ 
er teachers in the school. 
"My kids are so addicted to 
it in the best way possible," 
Gurga said. 

In one session, the class¬ 
room filled with suspense¬ 
ful music as Gurga began 


rapid-fire questioning. With 
each correct answer, cho¬ 
sen from multiple choices 
on the screen, students 
gained points that could 
be used for avatar up¬ 
grades, privileges like lis¬ 
tening to music in class, 
and a competition against 
other classrooms. The avail¬ 
able characters - warriors, 
mages and healers -- each 
have different powers and 
must collaborate to suc¬ 
ceed. 

Points are awarded for 
class participation as well 
as good behavior, but the 
kids can also be penalized, 
as was the case for one of 
Gurga's seventh-graders 


who told a classmate to 
"shut up." 

A middle school in New 
York City, Quest to Learn, 
was the first public school to 
fully embrace game-based 
learning when it opened 
nearly a decade ago. The 
Manhattan school, devel¬ 
oped by game theorists 
with the Institute of Play, 
has been closely followed 
since by researchers hop¬ 
ing for hard evidence of 
results from technology-in- 
spired gamification. 

In the last school year, 43 
percent of Quest to Learn's 
students were up to state 
standards on the state Eng¬ 
lish test, compared to 41 


Associated Press 

percent citywide, and 29 
percent of its students met 
state standards on the state 
math test, compared to 33 
percent citywide. But ad¬ 
vocates say standardized 
testing alone does not tell 
the story. Outside studies 
have shown growth in soft 
skills such as collaboration, 
creative thinking and em¬ 
pathy, according to Ross 
Flatt, director of programs 
and partnerships for the In¬ 
stitute of Play, a nonprofit 
studio that uses game de¬ 
sign principles to develop 
new learning experiences. 
To help educators iden¬ 
tify programs with promise, 
the Johns Hopkins Univer¬ 
sity Center for Research 
and Reform in Education 
launched a website that 
rates math and learning 
programs based on how 
they meet evidence stan¬ 
dards for effectiveness un¬ 
der federal education law. 
The center's director, Rob¬ 
ert Slavin, said there are 
some programs that have 
shown positive impacts but 
on average improvements 
are small. 

"When people talk about 
technology transforming 
everything, it may in the fu¬ 
ture, but it's not there yet," 
Slavin said. 

Some question whether 
the graphics, videos and 
sounds in so many pro¬ 
grams are doing harm by 
teaching students to pur¬ 


sue the rewards. "Part of life 
is figuring out how to learn 
to love things and how to 
persevere in things even 
when it's not extrinsically 
motivated," said Christo¬ 
pher Devers, an education 
researcher at Johns Hop¬ 
kins who said his review of 
the evidence suggests that 
on balance, games-based 
approaches tend to influ¬ 
ence students in negative 
ways. 

One of the better known 
programs, DreamBox, 
teaches math by offer¬ 
ing a series of problems 
that can grow increasingly 
challenging as the student 
enters correct answers. The 
program, which began as 
an app for consumers, en¬ 
tered the school market in 
2011 and last year had 2.6 
million student users. The 
company charges a fee of 
$7,500 per school building 
per year. 

DreamBox CEO Jessie 
Woolley-Wilson said the 
program is intended as an 
aid for teachers who can't 
be expected to personal¬ 
ize learning for two dozen 
students simultaneously. 
"Let's figure out a way to 
support a way to deliver 
the best teaching, and al¬ 
low the learning guardian 
to get back to art of teach¬ 
ing," she said. "Technol¬ 
ogy can deliver that math 
personalization in a way 
that can give the learning 
guardian actionable in¬ 
sights." 

In Groton, Connecticut, 
early users of DreamBox 
reported anecdotal evi¬ 
dence of improved out¬ 
comes and schools are 
now using it district-wide. In 
Heather Dalton's fifth-grade 
classroom at the Charles 
Barnum Elementary School, 
students spent the first half 
of a recent class working 
individually on DreamBox 
with headphones on. In¬ 
formation about their level 
of mastery of fractions was 
sent to Dalton's laptop, but 
the students were most ex¬ 
cited about the short vid¬ 
eo-game rewards they re¬ 
ceived between levels and 
the coins they gathered for 
upgrades to their avatars. 
"There's a lot of learning," 
Dalton said, "but it feels like 
a game to the kids.'Q 



In this May 23, 2018 photo, teacher Gianna Gurga, left, speaks 
to students Faith Broadway, center, and Maisha Chowdhury Ja- 
bia, right, as she leads a class on financial literacy at Dag Ham¬ 
marskjold Middle School in Wallingford, Conn. 

Associated Press 

















